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RICHARD BROTHERS, 


THE MAN THAT WILL BE REVEALED TO THE HEBREWS 
AS THEIR PRINCE: 
TO ALL NATIONS AS THEIR GOVERNOR ; 
ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT TO KN DAVID, 
IMMEDIATELY UNDER 


G 0 


I TAKE THIS PUBLIC OPPORTUNITY 
TO ACKNOWLEDGE 
.MY DEEP SENSE OF OBLIGATION 
FOR THE LIGHT AND LIFE COMMUNICATED TO MY SOUL, 
TROUGH HIS INSPIREDWRITINGS z 
TO REPEAT MY TESTIMONY TO THE AUTHENTICITY 
OF HIS DIVINE MISSION, 
AND MY FIRM RELIANCE IN THE CERTAINTY 
OF ITS VERY SPEEDY ACCOMPLISHMENT ; 
AND TO EXPRESS MY UNALTERABLE 


FIDELITY AND ATTACHMENT © 


: TO HIS CAUSE AND PERSON, 


. 


; NATHANIEL BRASSEY HALHED. 


Patt-Matt, MAY 5, 1793. 
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Tux following ſheets contain the whole re- 
ſult of that conviction with which my mind 
has been impreſſed by reading the two books 
of Mr. Brothers : and as they are here re- 
publiſhed all in one form and type, I ſhall 
take this opportunity of ſaying a few werds 
on the ſubje& of each ſeparate paper. 

The firſt, which I have called my Teſti- 
mony, is a faithful account of my ſerious and 
unprejudiced examination and compariſon of 
thoſe books with the ſeveral parts of ſcrip- 
ture to which they refer. As I had no object 
but the purſuit of truth, no wiſh but its diſ- 
covery in this proceſs, I receive it as an ex- 
traordinary inſtance of the favour of the Al- 
mighty, that no one part or article in any of the 
Prophecies which I conſidered -was kept un- 
revealed from me. When I found myſelf 
perfectly ſatisfied, by my application to the 

Mar ace of all prophecy, as to the ve- 
racity of Mr. Brothers's books, I inſtantly 
felt it my duty to communicate to Parliament 
the impreſſions I had received, and determined 
to do it through the medium of Mr. Grey's 


motion, 
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motion, that the preſent Government of 
« France is no obſtacle for entering into ne- 
« gociation with them for peace.” How I 
failed in my-purpoſe I have explained in the 

phlet itſelf, which contains the ſubſtance 

of what I would have ſpoken, and which I 
immediately reſolved-to-publiſh : and when I 
was finiſhing the laſt half-ſheet for the preſs, 
I received from Mr. Brothers the letter inſert- 
- ed after the title, which I confidered as a full 
proof of God's approbation of my deſign. 
There is no room therefore for aſtoniſhment . 
that my pamphlet ſhould be dated the very 
day ſabſequent to that letter. 
In this place I cannot but obſerve, that ſo 

firm and immovable did the proofs of Mr. 
| Brothers's Prophecies and Miſſion appear to 
my underftanding, from the touchſtone of 
holy writ, as to leave me perfectly aſſured that 
I ſhould obtain the ſuffrages of a very conſider- 
able majority both in and out of Parliament. 
The evidence did then appear, and /{il! ap- 
. pears, to my mind as * amounting to perfect 
demonſtration. I was ſanguine enough to hope 
that uncontrovertible teſtimony of the impend- 
ing judgments of Gop would reconcile all jar- 
ring intereſts, and ſilence all contending par- 
ties: and that as happineſs in this world, and 
falvation in the next, are the profeſt and in- 
deed neceffary purſuit of all mankind in ſome 
degree or other ; each individual would' per- 
ſonally rejoice at ſo fortunate a diſcovery, and 
ardently apply himſelf to the proffered > 

1 "> of. 


MA] 
of reconcilement with his Maker. I had at 
that time no conception that I could be ac- 
cuſed of perſonal motives, or of uttering the 
language of diſappointment : much leſs did I 
think it poſſible that our Biſhops and Spiritual 
| Paſtors ſhould have heſitated a moment to in- 


ſtitute each for himſelf, and all for the pub- 


lick, a minute and deliberate inveſtigation of 
the whole matter, as being peculiarly - within 
their province, and for the negle& of which, 
they muſt expect to ſtand deeply accountable 
to that Almighty Saviour, from whoſe diſpen- 
ſation on earth, they hold to have in charge 


the ſouls of their flocks.” No ſooner had 


I publiſhed-this pamphlet than I diſtributed 
1000 copies (as directed) to Members of Par- 
liament and other public perſonages and 
this therefore ſerves evidently and beyond all 
contradiction for a firſt warning on my part 
to the whole Legiſlative and Executive Go- 
vernment of Great-Britain, As I both at 
that time, and ever ſince, have ſolemnly de- 
clared, that my whole defire was to awaken 
in every man a diſpoſition to think for 219 
I conſidered the rancorous attacks and idle 
witticiſms of a few pamphleteers, whoſe very 
ſtyle and manner was alone ſufficient to con- 
vince any candid mind. of their incapacity to 
handle ſo important a ſubject, or of their neg- 
lect to furniſh themſelves with the pro 

means, ſo perfectly nugatory, that I found 
it very difficult to ſelect any thing from 
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any one of them, to which it might * 


ible to ſhape any thing like a reply; 
py all thoſe "hb MM rg Fo to treat "ik 
matter ſeriouſly, trod ſo perfectly in each 
other's | ſteps, (the Writer who calls him- 
ſelf Dr. Horne, being, I believe, the firſt) 
that an anſwer to either of them, compre- 
hended the objections ſtarted by all. But 
as civility ſeemed to ſet up ſomething of a 
diſtinction on the ſide of The Age of Cre- 
dulity,” I rather choſe to combat the argu- 
ments raiſed in oppoſition to my explication of 
Daniel's four Beaſts, as ſtated by the Author 
of that publication, than -to debaſe my ſub- 
je& by adverting to the virulence of the /i 
diſant Dr. Horne. —Meffieurs. Levi, Hunt- 
ington, &c. not having in fact deviated from 
the ſame beaten track, I diſcern in their works 
no other difference than ſuch as ariſes from 
difference of talent and temper, all of which 
I totally diſregard. Neither do I at all concern 
myſelf, that they or any other perſons pretend 
to have diſcovered. curious and wonderful ſe- 
crets by application to the Hebrew or Greek 
originals: of the facred Text ; for though fully 
aware of the fallibility of all human writers, 
I am perfectly fatisfied in my own mind, that 
the tranſlation of our common Engliſh Bible 
(as far as concerns the ſubjects on which I have 


treated) is to be adopted in preference to any 


new-fangled expoſition of the preſent day 
for two reaſons the firſt and principal of 
which is, that I believe the Holy Spirit to 
have 


19 

have ſeconded the truly chriſtian endeavours 
of thoſe perſons who originally undertook 
that pious work —and ſecondly, becauſe I 
know they had no hypo...cfis to erect or de- 
fend on the texts there alluded to, nor could 
poſſibly foreſee the uſe that I or any other 
man ſhould make of them hereafter. 

My next publication was a ſhort calculation 
relative to the probability of the Commence- 
ment of the Millennium in the year 179 5.— 
On this computation I founded no doctrine, 
and demanded no afſent. The coincidence of 
chronological with prophetical time, and of 
both with Mr. Brothers's aſſertion relative to 
the temporal reſtoration of the Jews ſtruck me 
as extraordinary, and I left it to make ſuch im- 
2 on the public as it might ſeem to de- 
erve, —Several curious deductions might have 
been drawn from it, had I choſen to occupy 
men's precious time by incidental topics : and 
one, not an un-important point among them, 
is, that if the coincidence be juſt, ſlar years 
were of the ſame length before the deluge, 
as they have been ever ſince. Here was room 
for ſpeculative philoſophy to turn itſelf in, 
if religion ſtill choſe to continue in its won ed 


torpidity. 


The ſame obſervation may ſerve for the 


other comparative ſimilarity between the ori- 


ginal paſchal full moon in the days of Moſes, 


and the full moon of the 4th of this month. 


b Both 


| JESS 

Both theſe remarks had no other view than 
to draw, by any means, the attention of 
mankmd to the - dreadful probabilities of 
their own danger. 3 
My. econd public warning to the governing 
powers of this country, conſiſted of a ſpeech 
in Parliament, on the 3 1ft of laſt March. 
I there recommended, by every argument 
in my power, a ſober and candid perufal of 
Mr. Brothers's books. It is impoſſible for 
any man who heard me, to ſuſpect that I 
might perhaps not be in earneſt, becauſe I 
did not take the uſual method of ſecuring 
a member to ſecond my motion before Q 
brought it forward. This is a practice that 
may do very well for an inlclathire or canal- 
bill, becauſe in them a perſonal! mtereſt goes 
at leaſt hand in hand with that of the pub- 
lick: But ny motion regarded all the mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons alike. They 
all ſtood and ſtand preciſely in the ſame ha- 
zardoys predicament, and I ought naturally 
to have expected (as indeed 1 did expect) 
that they would have ſeconded me unani- 
mouſly. | 
On the 15th of April, I wrote a ſhort 
eſſay for one of the daily papers, relative to 
the lain Lamb of the Revelations. This 
was produced in conſequence of an errone- 
ous opinion (which in the language of bi- 
gotry and prieſtcraft would be termed a 
Eo Wh damnable 


3 
damnable. hereſy) circulated in a pamphlet 
by Mr. G. Coggan, on the ſubject of that 
type. Mr. Coggar. might have publiſhed 
that or any other ſentiment totaliy unno- 


ticed by me, had he not choſen to entitle his 


book, A Teſtimony of Richard Brothers” © 

To promulgate a teſtimony in direct-op- 
polition to the party teſtified.of, is a new 
mode of declaring an acknowledgment” of 
his authenticity; and as I ſaw that it was 


molt clearly open to refutation, I took the 
liberty to refute it. I believe Mr. Coggan 


to be a good man, and a zealous chriftan— 
but he is totally miſtaken in à point of fact, 
and the ſooner he recovers from his error 
the better. | = Ut oa 
My third public Warning to the Parha- 
ment and Nation, was delivered in the Houſe 


of Commons, on the 21ſt of April. Hav- 


ing found on the former occaſion that 
members were perfectly indifferent tp the 


denunciations of probable calamities im- 


pending over themſelves, I reſolved, on this 
laſt occaſion, to take them on their tendereſt 
ſide, the inquiſitorial power of the Houſe: 


—to ſet before them a calamity actually ſuſ- 


tained, (and at that moment exiſting} by a 
perſon who had a double claim to their at- 
tention—as a Britiſh ſubject, and as having 
ſerved with credit in the Britiſh navy; 


The precedent of a poſſible abuſe of the 


b 2 ſuſ- 


» Ä 
q 


—— —— 222 ———.—xñ— — 
1 


( xu_) 


ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus act, which 
might go to deprive every man in England 
of his liberty, and the management of his 
own attairs—for life, at the pleaſure of an 
future Adminiſtration, was ſo pregnant w1 
alarm that I could not for a moment doubt 
that the members, to a man, would riſe up 
in oppoſition to. ſo palpable an innovation 
and therefore, as before, I neglected the 


precaution of ſecuring a Friend to ſecond 


my motion. But in the preſent caſe I had 
another reaſon on which I rehed, as an infal- 
ible ſecurity for a ſeconder to my propoſal 
in behalf of Richard Brothers. 

It is well known that this Gentleman had 
been fully impreſſed with a conviction that 
London would have been deſtroyed in the 
year 1791, by fire from Heaven, if he had 
not effectually interceded with God for its 
pardon. But that previouſly to this graci- 
ous mercy of Providence on the whole city, 
he had been permitted to ſelect certain in- 
dividuals, whom God ſolely on his account 
promiſed to remove from the ſcene. of de- 
ſtruction. —(See Mr. Brothers's firſt book, 
page 43.) : {Moe 
Among thoſe I mentioned, was Wil- 
lam Pulteney, William Pitt, Gilbert El- 
e liot, Charles Grey, the Earl of Bucking- 
% hamſhire, the Marquis of Lanſdown, the 
Earl of Chatham, Maitland now called 
ES 4, | Earl 


C&S) | 
« Earl of Lauderdale; Henry Phipps, for 
<« I remembered his brother to have done me 
* an act of friendſhip; John Dalrymple, 
6 John Griffin Griffin; Alderman Pickett, 
© becauſe that during his mayoralty he op- 
<« poſed by a public advertiſement, the fre- 
“ quency of taking oaths ; in doing ſo, he 
© honoured that all-remembering God, who 
* will in due time as publicly honour him 
« for it; Wilberforce, Baſtard, Sheridan, 
Philip Stephens, Charles Fox, John Luke, 
«© a poor quaker; Samuel Hood, the King 
„ and his Family, for they were to be ga- 
* thered into London; Ponſonby, &c.” 

Now it happens, that in this liſt of per- 
ſons, for whom Mr. Brothers exerted what 
he eſteemed the greateſt poſſible act of 
friendſhip and kindneſs Seven are at this mo- 
ment members of Parliament ; and I therefore 
moſt implicitly confided in having the aſ- 
ſiſtance of every one of thoſe who ſhould 
chance to be in the Houſe at the time— - 
where I beheve they all were—except Mr. 
Pitt, and Mr. Sheridan. 

For I conſidered the affair in this light 
If a Frenchman, now in London, were to 
mention to me, that when I was at Paris, 
during the reign of Louis XV. lettres-de- 
cachet were actually iſſued for confining to 
the Baſtile myſelf, and all the other Eng- 
liſnmen who were then at Paris but that 
by his interceſſion with the Miniſters there, 
| he 
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he had procured an exception for me and a 
dozen others, whom he ſhould name, and 
afterwards a ſuppreſſion of the whole pro- 
ceeding—ſhould I, or ſhould I not think 
myſelf to lie under a very great obligation 
to this Frenchman ?—If I had reaſon to 
know that he had been in the habits of mak- 
ing frequent applications to the French Mi- 
niſtry at that period, if he proved by evi- 
dence; that he did really make ſome ſort 
of application at that very time, and was 
known to have been inceſſantly employed 
for thr ee days and three nights together. in 


an interceſſion of ſome kind or other, ſhall 


+ chunk all my obligation cancelled, becauſe 
he does not produce one of the very lettres- 


de- cachet themſelves, which were ſuppreſſed 


his means ?—I- ſhould think the idea 


would be ſcouted by every man of ſenſe or 


feeling. But if more than all this, our 
Frenchman ſhould convince me by various 
circumſtances, that at the time of his appli- 
cation in my behalf he had not even a per- 
ſonal acquaintance with me, and was not in 
a ſituation wherein it was poſſible to con- 
ceive I ſhould ever have it in my power to 
make him any return for his kindneſs— 
ſhould I, or ſhould I not, on the event of 
his having become a neceſſitous Emigrant 
ſince the preſent revolution in France, juſt 
ſpeak a good word for him to the Secretary 
of State to prevent his total ruin under ſome 

| accu- 


( wv ) 


accuſation, known to myſelf to be falſe or 


ill-founded Af under all theſe conſidera- 
ght reaſonably flat- 


tions, the Frenchman mi 

ter himſelf that T would flot utterly renounce 
him on his very firſt addreſs to me: fo I ha 
exactly the ſame grounds to be confident 
that ſome of thoſe Gentlemen would have {ez 


conded my motion. Univerſal philanthropy, 


marked attention to religious duties, Fenunie 
patriotiſm; Ard veneration for the Britiſh 
conſtitution, were the kon characteriſtics 
of individuals fmong the number, and good 
ſenſe the attribute of the whole. I have 
forgotten to mentiof their gratitude; but 
my aſtoniſhment at their ſilenee can be bets 
ter imagined than deſcrib et. 
To the papers above-mentioned, I have 
ſubjoined copies of ſome” Tetters which F 
wrote on the publication of my firſt Teſti- 
mony, to different publick bodies, with whom 
had a right or à plea to correſpond. — 
They are here inſerted as an additional de- 


claration of my opinions, and a guarantee 


of the conſiſtency of my general conduct. 


As far as I can judge, my allotted taſk is 


now over.—I have exerted all the talents 
which it has pleaſed God to beſtow on me 
in the moſt diſintereſted endeavours to warn 
my countrymen and fellow-creatures of their 
approaching misfortunes. I have in eve 
reſpect made my actions conform to my be- 
ließ and expreſied myſelf to my friends in 
| fore 


( wi) 
e peecilely to the ſame purport as be- 
ore the publick at large I have ſtriven with 
all my heart, and with all my foul, and 
with all ſtrength, to impreſs both the 
one and the other with ſentiments ſimilar to 
my own, at the riſk of ſacrificing long-ri- 
vetted affection ; of renouncing long-ſoli- 
cited intereſt ; of forfeiting long-eſtabliſhed 
pretenſions to literary character, nay, to 
common ſenſe; of incurring obloquy, odium, 
and contempt among all thoſe, whoſe opi- 
mon and whoſe eſteem I moſt wiſhed to 
preſerve. But I have done it with the inter- 
nal ſatisfaction of a conſcientious perform- 
ance of my duty,—T have done it with an 
unremitting deſire of rendering glory to God 
on high, and good will towards men—and 
I hope at once and tremble for the Nee) 


NATHANIEL Brassty HALnev. 
Pall-Mall, May ad, 1795. 


TESTIMONY 
-OF THE ___ 
AUTHENTICITY dl Spend 
OF THE 
| PROPHECIES 
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RICHARD BROTHERS, 


, "Was 


AND OF HIS oh 
MISSION TO RECAL THE jEwS. 


AND COD SALD © LET THERE BE LIGHT," 
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NaTHAnitt Brassty HALHED, Eſq. 
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, 
PALL-MALL. 


obedience to the ſacred command of the LoxD Gon, 
whoſe Servant and Prophet 1 am, I inform you that you 
are deſcended from his ancient people the Hebrews, of the 
tribe of Judah, and of the family of David King of Iſrael. 
His ſacred commands delivered to me by revelation for you, 
are, That you publiſh and declare to he world in writing, 
without the fear of any human power whatever, that the 
revealed knowledge of his judgments given to me, and pub- 
liſhed by his ſacred command in two books (called A Re- 
: vealed Knowledge of the Prophecies and Times,) for the in- 
formation, warning, and benefit of all Nations, is from him 
the Loxd Gov, — is true. | : 

I am likewiſe commanded to ſay to you, Write and 
Publiſh, according to the light, wiſdom, and underſtanding, 
which the Loxd my Gop gives you by his bleſſed Spirit ; 
by the mighty power of which you was converted to the 

| = 3 convinced that I am his 
rophet. 

S I am likewiſe commanded, to ſay. to you, when your Teſti- 
mony of the Judgments of Gop, and of me the Prince of his 
People, is wrote and publiſhed, you are directed by his 
ſacred command to ſend printed copies to the King of Eng- 
land, his Queen, and Family; the Members of both 
Houſes of Parliament; 1 and all the foreign Am- 
baſſadors; the Mayor and all the Aldermen of London. 

I am likewiſe directed by the Load my Gop to inform 
you, that his command to you is, that you publiſh this Letter, 
containing his direction, with your own Teſtimony. | 


| RICHARD BROTHERS. 


The Man that will be revealed to. the Hebrews 
as their Prince, to all Nations their Go- 


* 


i 3 | vernor, according to the Covenant to King 
_—_ - David, immediately under Gop. 
London : 
| No. $7, Paddington-Street, 
| 28th of he Month called January, 
1793. | 


TESTIMONY, &c. 


| 2 Queſtion of Peace or War” has now 

been twice agitated in the Senate, ſince the 
commencement of the preſent ſeſſion: and hat- 
ever may have been the deciſion in thoſe aſſem- 


blies, the diſcuſſion is ſtill open before the tribu- 


nal of the Public. It was undoubtedly my duty, 


if I thought I could throw any new light on the 
ſubject, to have delivered my ſentiments in Par- 
liament. I was prepared to do ſo, and very 
anxious to obtain a hearing, Gentlemen who 
ſaw me repeatedly riſe for that purpoſe, and ſtill 
more the Speaker, to whom I verbally communi- 
cated my wiſhes, cannot but bear witneſs of my 
intention.,-Compelled however, by circumſtances, 
to involuntary ſilence in that quarter, I muſt now 


diſcharge my conſcience through my pen.—Here . 


therefore I moſt unreſervedly publiſh my opinion, 
That reſclutely to perſiſt in offenſive War, is not the 
beſt method of procuring Peace. 

Our objections to treating with the preſent 
French Government are ſtated to be, becauſe it is 
too diſcordant not to be ſuſpected of inſtability, 
and too recent to afford any aſſurance of perma- 
nency. In all other reſpe&s, the arguments in 
tavour of Peace are clearly on the fide-of oppo- 
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Mion; and it only remains to decide, whether, for 
the bare chance of unſteadineſs or verſatility in 
the actual adminiſtration of France, we are con- 
rent to ſee almoſt the whole world peopled with 
nothing but ſoldiers; and every eſtabliſhed form 
of government in Europe, not excepting our own, 
go to wreck in the conteſt. That this muſt inc- - 
vitably happen, unleſs the French be induced by 
general pacification to lay down their arms, no 
man who coolly conſiders the nature of their re- 
yolutionary ſyſtem can well venture to deny. I 
Mall ſay nothing of the arguments founded on the 
propriety of eur retaining the French colonies in 
Caſe of a peace, as a neceſſary indemnification for 
our enormous expences; becauſe I think they 
have not a ſhadow of juſtice or geod faith to ſup- 
port them. Had we ſtood alone in the conflict, 

the doctrine would have been plauſible enough: 
but connected as we are and have been with 1 va- 
rious allies, each ſtriving with all his ſtrength, as 
we are told, and many beyond their ſtrength, in 
the common cauſe, the conqueſts made by any 
individual member of the alliance cannot poſſibly 
be viewed in any other lightghan as prizes taken 
by a ſingle ſhip attached to a fleet. I he whole of 
the capture muſt be thrown into the general maſs, 
and ſhould ſerve, as far as it will go, to balance 
the partnerſhip account of profit and loſs. . 
If politics and good faith do. not always £9 
hand in hand, I am heartily ſorry for the country 
where they are ſeparated. But that conduct 
which, in my private ſituation, I hold to be eſ- 

ſentially wrong, 1 ſhall not henceforth, in m 
public capacity, ſupport as conditionally right; 
for that we ſhould at all times, and under all cir- 
cumſtances, Profeſs a readineſs to treat with all our 
enemies 
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). 
enemies whomſoever, 1 deem to be an indiſpenſable 
obligation of the religion to which we: have all 
{worn obedience at our baptiſm. Whatever 
opinions men might have formed of the juſtice or 
_ neceſſity of this war at its commencement, the 
ground has been ſo completely ſhifted ſince that 
period, as to authoriſe different ſentiments of the 
propriety of its farther continuance, and to require 
new modes of conduct for its termination. The 
ſituation and circumſtances of all the great powers 
of Europe are entirely changed from what they 
were only two years ago; and if this be the caſe 
already, it behoves us ſeriouſly to conſider, nor 
merely the effect of this change at the preſent _ 
moment, but what progreſs it may be likely to 
make, up to any future given period: and at what 
time, or by what means, we may flatter ourſelves 
with a more favourable opportunity for conclud- 
ing hoſtilities. If we reaſon from paſt experience, 
the advantages in ſtore for us are not very in- 
viting; and it is incumbent on miniſterial logic 
to demonſtrate how the uniform ſucceſſes of the 
French Republic ſhould augment our expecta- 
tions of its ſpeedy ayerthrow. - But, in the courſe 
of the preſent conteſt, France has not only beaten 
our allies, ſhe ſeems alſo to have made converts of 
them to her cauſe; for I believe there is not a 
man well informed of what is paſſing on the Con- | 
tinent, who will not readily agree that the French 
are leſs obnoxious to the ſubjects of every one of 
the Belligerent Powers than their own haughty 
IO, e, confederates the Engliſh. The con- 
quences of this general diſeſteem under which 
we labour, I leave to be computed by ſuperior 
adepts in political arithmetic; to my underſtand- 
4 | Ing, 
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ing, their.grols amount is diſaſter, ſubjugation, 
and ruin, 

It is not a little extraordinary to obſerve the 
very ſame grounds of argument preſſed into the 
ſerv.ce ot two oppoſite paities, to ſupport th 
contrary concluſions. Adminiltration contends, 
from the very victories of the French, that they 
are too extravagant to laſt: Oppoſition maintains, 
from the reiterated defeats of the allies, that they 
are too much reduced to recover. Here then we 

come directly to the point at iſſue. Does the pre- 
ſent political {tate of Europe authoriſe our perſe- 
verance in hoſtilities, or warrant the neceſſity of 
immediate pacification ? 

O for a peep into futurity ! may the plain ob- 
ſerver allowably exclaim.—A peep into tuturity ? 
—þÞictures, indeed, of the period to come are 
exbibited to us by both ſidles of the queſtion ; but 
who ſhall certify the ability of the painter, and 
who ſhall vouch for the fidelity of the portrait ? 

it has always bcen obſerved, that times of ca- 
lamity are peculiarly fertile in viſions and prog- 
noſtications, predictions and prophecies, When 
the minds of men are ſoftened by the preſſure or 
the apprehenſion of accumulating evils, then is 
the moment for the ſalutary warnings of the in- 
ternil monitor, and the cautionary voice of the 
ſoiritual guide. The great maſs of the people, 
tog ſore with their ſufferings not to graſp at any 
offer of conſolation, and too credulous to form 
accurate noticns of the divinity of its origin, is 
eaſily worked upon by every ſpecies of oracular 
pretenſion: and we all know, that when men are 
once ſteadily perſuaded of the authenticity of a 
prophecy, they are almoſt involuntarily led to 
Perform their part towards its completion. The 

preſent 
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preſent moment teems with theſe anticipations of 
futurity, beyond the example of every former 
period. Unfortunately, whatever be the deſigns 
or merits of the various diſſeminators of theſe 
oracles, they are at leaſt uniform in the melan- 
choly ſtrain of their predictions: and it behoves 
every well- regulated government to attend mi- 
nutely to the irritation theſe forebodings may pro- 
duce on the public mind. For if their doctrines 
be well founded, we have not an inſtant to loſe in 
adopting a complete reverſion both of our moral 
and political ſyſtem: if they be fallacious, no 
pains. ſhould be ſpared to. undeceive the victims 
of their impoſition, and no puniſhment can be 
too ſevere for the atrocious criminality of their 
propagators. 

Among the productions to which I allude, there 
is not one ſo Dev its circulation, nor a thou- 
ſandth part ſo forcible in its delineations of ap- 
proaching miſery, as the two pamphlets intitled 
A revealed Knowledge of the Prophecies and 
«© Times, and particularly of the preſent Time, 
<«« the preſent War, and the Prophecy now fulfil- 
„ling, wrote by the Command of Almighty God, 
* and. publiſhed by Richard Brothers —an au- 
thor, whoſe tremendous. threats and unqualified 
anathemas fulminate dethronement and ſpeedy 
death on almoſt every one of the Sovereigns of 
Europe by name, and particularly on our own 


beloved manarch. Nor is he leſs liberal of his 


violent menaces againſt both our houſes of paslia- 
mect, our civil and eccleſiaſtical eſtavliſhment, 
the city of London, and the whole Britiſh nation: 
and all this, too, in terms preciſcly ſuited to the 
comprehenſion of the moſt ordinary capacity : 
replete with grammatical faults ; deſtitute * 
6 of 


i 
ef harmony of arrangement, and elegance of 


diction: in the ſtyle of a peaſant exalting himſelf 


above the mightieſt of princes : affirming, that 
he is utterly invulnerable to all human power; 
and braving, with the moſt unruffled indifference, 
that government, whoſe authority his doctrines 
and deſtination are by himſelf declared to coun- 
teract, and whoſe eſtabliſhment the completion of 
his miſſion muſt neceſſarily ſubvert. 
What ſhall we ſay or think of a man who has 
been in the habit of writing letters to the King, 
the Queen, and the Miniſters of State, ever fince 
the beginning of 1792 ; foretelling many events 
that would afterwards, ſome of which have ac- 
tually already, come to pals z adviſing or reprov- 
ing them as occaſion ſeemed to him to require, in 
peremptory and dictatorial meſſages, faid to pro- 
ceed from God himſelf ; and perſiſting, though 
in the moſt unaffected mediocrity of private life; 
to reiterate his intruſions, and reinforce his re- 
monſtrances, on each new viciſſitude of public 
events: nay more, who ſteps forth to the world, 
in a ſturdy publication, avowing all he has done, 
and telling to whom, on what ſubject, in what 
manner, and how often he has repeated this extra- 
ordinary correſpondence; and makes the whole 
Engliſh nation a ſort of umpire between the con- 
ſtituted power of the State, and one obſcure in- 
dividual ? 

The policy of Government, however, has, I 
believe, hitherto left himſelf and his publications 
to riſe or fall by their own merits; and he has 
been brought to trial, only by a very ſubordinate 


_ © tribunal indeed: only a ſixpenny ſpouting club! 


which ſome time ago propoſed, as a topic for de- 
bate, Whether Richard Brothers, who calls him- 
ſelf 


| 
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ſelf God Almighty's Nephew, be an impoſtor 
or a madman ?—overlooking, probably, as is. 
often the cafe with very eager diſputants, a third 
poſſibility in the ſubject, namely, that he was nei- 
ther the one, nor the other. hav 5 
Ihe books which I have here brought forward, 
contain ſomething more than that mere peep Fas 
turity for which I lately expreſſed ſo anxious a deſire. 
They pretend to be, particularly the ſecond, an 
abſtract or brief chronicle of the future fortunes 
of all Europe. But an abſtract, no doubt, may 
be incorrect, and a chronicle can be conceived 
totally wanting in authenticity. To fix theſe im- 
putations on the preſent work, gg more 1s. 
neceſſary than to adopt the pithy deciſion of the 
ſpouting club, that Richard Brothers muſt _ be. 
either impoſtor or madman. To ſupport the firſt 
propoſition, we mult neceſſarily ditcover ſome 
private intereſt, ſome perſonal gratification, ſome 
premeditated deception lurking under the plau- 
ſible pretenſions 0 Fun and — 2. the 
ſecond can only be fully made out by ſome proof 
of glaring inconſiſtency in his profeſſions: and in 
both theſe particulars I hold him infinitely ſupe- 
rior to all imputation. Uprightneſs of intention 
and candour of ſoul breathe through every line of 
his compoſition. But in vouching for his honeſty, 
I do not, 2 priori, conclude his infallibility. I 
can only ſay, that if it were poſlible he ſhould de- 
ceive others, I am morally certain, from the in- 
ternal evidence of his whole work, that he is him- 
ſelf the firſt victim of the deception. On what 
criterion then ſhall we decide-his merits? to what 
authority ſhall we appeal? His own, anſwer is, 
Search the Scriptures yourſelves. As Chriſtians, 
« You muſt acknowledge them to be the perfect 
Q C 985 ources 
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& ſources of alk veracity, and let them be the touch- 
tone of my aſſertions.” 
Here let us pauſe for a moment, and reflect, 
that if we take him at his word, we are once 
more conſigned to the myſterious depths of Da- 


niel, of Eſdras, and the Revelations, where ſo. 


many ingenious interpreters, aud athletic com- 
mentators have been already ſhipwrecked. How 
ſhall we eſcape a ſimilar calamity ? If it be poſ- 
ſible on this lea ever to make a ſafe harbour, we 
muſt certainly ſtrike out ſome new courſe; and 
take for our compaſs the following conſidera- 
tions on the nature and properties of prophetic, 
writing. 

All prophecies are neither more nor leis than 


true genuine 2nigmas, in which the meaning is 
ſo nicely and artificially enveloped by ambiguity 
of ſenſe and of expreſſion, that until we be fur - 


niſhed by the inventor himſelf with the proper 
clue to unravel them, they are calculated to ap- 
pear as a tifſue of the moſt incongruent abſurdi- 
ties, Of theſe prophetical compoſitions ſome 


are compact and cloſe, like the greater part of the 


agan oracles, and others more copious and dif- 

ſe. In the former caſe, every word, I had 
almoſt ſaid every letter, comes in for its ſhare of 
meaning ; and the key that does not preciſely fit 
every one of them 1s good for nothing. No al- 
lowance 1s to be admitted for any ihing ſuper- 
abundant or extraneous. In the longer compo- 
ſitions a greater latitude prevails: among ſeveral 
ſentences, or diſtinct members of one ſentence, 
the meaning 1s all contained in a ſingle phraſe 
only, which 1s to be conſtrued with all the minute 
preciſion and undeviating conſiſtency required in 
the former caſe, while the other parts are only 
PO. SS. Oe OY thrown 
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thrown in to miſlead the obſerver. Juſt as if the 
real objects to be repreſented in a picture were 
ſoftened down, melted away, and obſcured in the 
diſtance of the back ground, while the prominent 
features of deſign, that occupy the front of the 
canvas, ſhould be formed of adventitious or frivo- 
lous reſpreſentations, of no conſequence or neceſſity 
to the piece. Inſtances of both kinds will occur 
as we proceed; and frequent ſpecimens of each 
may be found in the different prophecies of the 
Old Teſtament, which are acknowledged by all 
ſound critics and expoſitors to allude to the com- 
ing and ſufferings of the Meſſiah. 

In this place it may not be ſuperfluous to men- 
tion, that in the occupation of decyphering myſ- 
terious and allegorical modes of compoſition I am 
far from being undiſciplined. If I have been 
rather negligent of our own ſacred writings, I 
had at leaſt been in the habit of beſtowing un- 
wearied attention on thoſe of the old Hindis : 
writings not widely diſſimilar in ſtyle and manner 
from the prophetical treatiſes in our Own Bible; 
Nor have my relearches been altogether fruitleſs : 

nce I have been fortunate enough to diſcover 
the true meaning couched under the Hindũ triad 
of Energies or Powers, called Brahma, Viſhnuz 
and Shiva, which I affirm to be nothing more 
than paetical perſonifications of matier, ſpace, and 
time: and I ſay, that by proper application of 
theſe three terms, all the ſurviving remains of ge- 
nuine Brachmanical mythology may be truly 
elucidated, 

Fortified therefore with this pre- acquired ap- 
ticude for ſuch ſtudies, I ſat down with pleaſure to 
the taſk recommended by Mr, Brothers, namely, 
to read the modern hiſtory of Europe in the pro- 
phetic records of the Old and New Teſtament. 

C 2 For 
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For this purpoſe, nothing was requiſite but to 
examine, by the teſt of human ſagacity, whether 


the clue furniſhed by him were in groſs and in all 
its parts perfectly commenſurate to the whole 


tenor and purport of the myſteries to be unra- 
velled; for if it failed in any one particular, or 
were found too long or too ſhort in its appli- 
cation to any one inſtance---aFum eſſet de toto--- 
The works of God are all without flaw ; and for 
this clue to poſſeſs that degree of perfection, it 
muſt neceſſarily have proceeded ſrom God him- 


ſelf, who conſtructed the viſions of the prophecies 


at firſt, to the very 1atent that they ſhould never 


become intelligible, until, at the time deſtined 


by his holy will and pleaſure, the true mot de 
Penigme ſhould be revealed to his creatures; and 
when once this clue ſhould come to be known, 
any man whatever, with competent ſhare of learn- 
ing and induſtry, might comprehend and ex- 
pound all the ſccrets to which it applies, as well 


as the very man to whom it was orginally im- 


parted. * | 
To make this point more intelligible, I ſhall 


_ obſerve, that with reſpe& to the tour beaſts in 


the viſion of Daniel (and the ſame in any other 


caſe) it might happen, and probably has hap- 


pened, that fome man or other ſhould form a 
very probable gueſs as to the meaning of a ſingle 
beaſt, or even two, But what has never been 
done, and what never could have been done, but 
by direct revelation from God, is to find a key, 
one and indiviſible, that ſhould apply perfectly and 


equally well to all the four: ſo that taking each 
of them ſeverally, or the whole in a mals, the 


true meaning ſhould be no leſs perſpicuous, 
and palpable in their union than in their ſepara- 
tion 


(3033 . 
tion. And ſo with regard to Babylon mentioned 


in the Revelation. The portrait of Rome is ſo 


evident in that part where Rome is really meant, 


that not a ſingle commentator of the hundreds 
who have handled the paſſage has ever once miſ - 
taken it. But they have all erred in ſuppoſing 
that Babylon univerſally, and in all caſes, ſigni- 
fied the ſame Rome: and I have no doubt, but 
that very clear and intelligible deſcription of 
Rome, in one place, was expreſsly inſerted for the 
ſole purpoſe of miſguiding, and putting to fault, 

their conjectures on other parts of the prophecy, 
where a different city is alluded to under the ſame 
title. And this is agreeable to the ordinary conduct 
of God's providence towards mankind. He has 
not totally denied them light ; but the ray which 
he has graciouſly imparted to them, only ſerves 
to lead them altray, if they for a moment give 
looſe to the wanderings of their own imagina- 
tions. 


This then is the queſtion :---Has Richard Bro- 


thers poſſeſhon of this clue, and has he declared 


it in his book? I anſwer, Yes; becauſe I am ſure 
I found It there. But at the ſame time, I affirm, 


he makes very little uſe of it, becauſe he comes 


at his knowledge a ſhorter way. 


He indeed pretends to an immediate and direct 
inſpiration from God, and I take upon myſelf to 
prove, by the ordinary exertion of human ſagacity, 
that he is really inſpired. And I ſhall prove it 
in this manner. He tells us in a dry, conciſe, 

unqualified aſſertion, that ſuch a thing is fo and 
ſo- as he has it from God; bur he gives us no 


reaſon why it ſhould be ſo; and we ſee at once 


that he repeats his leſſon by hearſay. I will take 


bis clue, and lead you on ſtep by ſtep — the 
different 


| ( 14 ) 
different degrees of analyſis, till you come at the 
very concluſion: with which he ſets out; ſhewing 
you by ſcientifical proceſs, and almoſt ocular de- 
monſtration, all the predicaments which he has 
totally omitted; and ſo connect my arguments 
with his affirmations, that they ſhall mutually 
ſupport, corroborate, and confirm each other. 
The analyſis, on my part, ſhall give evidence to 
the authenticity of his inſpiration; and the aſſer- 
tion, en his part, ſhall 2 conver/o bear witneſs to 
the fidelity of my expoſition. | 

And now, to give ſome previous teſtimonial of 
my own pretenſions in this mode of inveſtigation, 
conformable indeed to the general line of Mr. 
Brothers's declarations, but not explicitly menti- 
oned in any part of them I affirm from my 
own diſcoveries, that the prophet Daniel poſitively 
and particularly denounces annihilation to the 
Britiſh navy, in this war. And on proof of this 
propoſition, in the courſe of my Eſſay, I am con- 
tent to reſt my whole pretenſions to penetration. 
If we conſult the map of Europe, it will be 
found to comprehend little more than the domi- 
nions of the following ſovereigns —— 

The Emperor of Germany, and the Princes of 
the Empire. 

The Empreſs of Ruſſia. 

The Pope. wh 

The Kings of England, France, Spain, | Pruſ- 
ſia, and Sardinia, ES Ye FIX 

To every one of theſe has Mr. Brothers prog- 
noſticated a fatal cataſtrophe; and I aſſert that of 
myſelf, without any aſſiſtance from him, (for, 
when J called upon him expreſsly to beg explana- 
tion and ſatisfaction, he had no other anſwer for 


me, than that I muſt examine the Scriptures) I 
have 


inn 


have diſcovered the fate of every one of theſe to 
be unequivocally announced in the prophecies of 
Daniel and Eſdras. If I ſucceed in fully eſta- 
bliſhing theſe points only, and TI ſhall do more, 
there is an end of altercation : we very fairly 
may, nay we ought, and by the moſt rigid rules 
of {ound <ritieitia and logic we muſt, give him 
credit for all the reſt of his predictions Ex 
pede Herculem, - | | 
| Now for the diſcuſſion. It muſt neceſſarily be 
dry; and what it wants in entertainment mult be 
made up, if poſſible, by conciſeneſs on my part, . 
taking care at the ſame time to omit nothing of 
Importance. | f 
Daniel, in one of his viſions, tells us that he 
ſaw four beaſts“; theſe were interpreted to him to 
be four kings. All the commentators on this 
chapter have ſought theſe kings in four ſucceſ- 
ſive monarchies, and they have all laboured in 
vain to fix any one of them with accuracy and 
preciſion. a 

Mr. Brothers gives us the clue to the whole 
myſtery in a ſingle word—he ſays, “they are 
« four kings now.” _ . 

For very obvious reaſons, I omit to ſpeak of 
the firſt beaſt, which we are told means the King 
of England; and ſhall uſe ſo much the leſs cere- 
mony with the ſecond. 


% And four great beaſts came from the ſea, different 
from one another. | | 

„The firſt was like a lion, and it had eagle's wings: I be- 
held till the wings were plucked, when it was lifted up on 
the earth, and made ſtand on the feet as a man: and a man's 
heart was given to it.“ 


« And 
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% And behold another beaſt, a ſecond like te 
* a bear: and it raiſed up itſelf on one fide; 
and it had three ribs in the mouth of it, be- 
« tween the teeth of it: and they ſaid thus unto 
« it: Ariſe, devour much fleſh.” 1 

Mr. Brothers with moſt laconic preciſion ſays, 
* This verſe means the preſent Empreſs of Ruſ- 
« fta.?-——Now for the proof. 

It will hardly be contended me, that the bear 
is net a juſt, apt, and congenial ſymbol for the 
Ruſſian territory and empire; for, as we ſay the 
Roman eagle, the Britiſh lion, or the Chineſe dragon, 
ſo we ſay the. Ran bear.” In the famous lit- 
te treatiſe of John Bull's Law-ſuit, England is 
called Jobn Bull, France Lewis Baboon, Holland 
Nic Frog, and Ruſha Peter Bear. Nor is it pol- 
ſible that any other monarchy in Europe ſhould 
be typified by this animal. Beſides, as, in a com- 
plete well-written prophecy, every part muſt mu- 
tually bear upon and ſupport all thereſt, to make 
one compact whole, we ſhall preſently ſee, by the 
remainder of the context, that this bear can be 
no other than the preſent Empreſs of Ruſſia. © 7 
«* raiſed up itſelf on one fide ,” that is, it extended 
its dominion, it exalted its power all on one (ide. 
And how could Ruſſia do otherwife? What is 
there worthy of her ambition to the weſt ? and 
to the eaſt and north all is already her own! 
All her exertions muit neceſſarily be, as we all 
know they have been, directed towards the ſouth, 
and aiming pointedly at Conſtantinople. And 
<& it had three ribs in the mouth of it, between 
the teeth of it.” This is the true crux critico- 
rum. If I can ſurmount this obſtacle, all other 
impediments will dwindle to nothing. Firſt, 
then, let us conſider the poſition of theſe ribs : 


they 


n 
they are in the mouth, but not within the teeth, 
for they are between them; therefore they are 
exactly in the place, and performing the functions 
of files or whet-· tones, to ſharpen the teeth: and 
indeed the words they utter figuratively mark out 
their office, ſaying,, + Ariſe, devour much fleſh.” 
What then is it that we can properly denominate 
a file or whetſtone for the teeth? Appetite: appe- 
tite, and nothing elſe. And where is appetite or 
hunger properly ſituated? What is its local habi- 
tation? The ſtomach: and the ſtomach is. in. 
cloſed within the ribs. Now we muſt all agree, 
that the ſtomach could not be viſibly repreſented 
in a viſion as lying between the teeth; but that 
the ribs (the caſe of the ſtomach) having a 
form not very unlike that of the hone or file, may 
be put inſtead of the ſtomack, in the office of 
giving an edge to the teeth, to mark the voracity 
of appetite. But why chen tbree 11bs ?—Here we 
come to the grand deciſive maſter-ſtroke of the 
character of the preſent Empreſs; becauſe her ap- 
petites are three, and they are all inſatiable to de- 
vour human fleſh : inſatiable luſt, inſatiable am- 
bition, and inſatiable truelty. Now for the pre- 
ciſe time, J had almoſt ſaid the very day and hour 
to which the Prophet alludes. ** And they faid 
thus unto it : * Ariſe, devour much fleſh.”— Ariſe? 
So then the treth were dormant, quizicent, im- 
movable; they required a ſtimulus, a whetting, a 
prey ſuited totheir taitr, to rouſe them, and {er them 
to work. I now aſk the whole country, and more 
particularly his Majeſty's miniiters, whether we 
have not been employed for above theſe two years 
in endeavouring to whet, ſtir up, and animate the 
oreat Catharine, who is one of the high contract. 
ing parties, and a principal in this moſt deſtruc- 
tive war, without being able to move her one 

D | inch 


( 18 ) 


inch; nor have we yet obtained from her a ſingle 
ſhip, or even a ſingle man, to aid in the overthrow 
of this enormous Republic of France. But when 
her own predominating paſſions get between her 
teeth, and ſharpen her appetite, then ſhe can ariſe 
faſt enough, and devour the fleſh of thirty or 
forty thouſand miſerable Poles in a fortnight, and 
almoſt in cold blood, juſt as ſhe had before ſerved 
the ſame number of Turks at Iſmael. 

And now, if I have not triumphantly proved 
this bear to be the preſent Empreſs of Ruſſia, as 
Mr. Brothers ſays ſhe is, then there is — 
meaning in language, nor concluſion in logic. 


Let us next try if we can equally well tame 
and familiariſe the third beaſt: 


« After this I beheld, and lo! another like a 
leopard, which had upon the back of it four 
« wings of a fowl. The beaſt had alſo four heads, 
« and dominion was given to it.“ 

Mr. Brothers informs us, this means Lovi 
XVI. the late King of France. 

Now of all the beaſts of the earth, Why i is the 
King or nation of France molt like a leopard? 

Naturaliſts have obſerved the leopard to have 
all the malicious playfulneſs of the cat or monkey 
united with all the ferocity of the tyger ; and Vol- 
tair's deſcription of his own countrymen exactly 
ta}hes with this idea; for he ſays they are a com- 
pound of. the monkey and tyger. Nor is this all: 
for the delicate vari-gation of the leopard's ſpots, 
and- the beautiful fleckneſs of his fur, exactly 
mark out the Pariſian petit-maitre, I might have 
added, that, as the leopard's ſpots are ſprinkled 
10 regular con:uſton, and of nearly equal ſize, 
over his whole body, ſo were the royal robes of 
the kings cf France (prinklcd all over with fleurs- 
de-lis of Gold. Bur this leopard ot Daniel's had 


four 


( 9 
four heads; and one of theſe, which St. John in 
the Revelations (though omitted by Daniel) ſays 
he ſaw cut off, and afterwards healed, Mr. Bro- 
thers tells us, means the death of Charles I. 
of England, and the reſtoration of monarchy in 
the perſon of his fon Charles IT. This very cir- 
cumſtance, which ſeems at firſt to throw an in- 
explicable difficuky in the way of interpreting the 
whole beaſt as repreſentative of the King of 
France, is the very clue which muſt lead us to 
the juſt and infallible ſenſe of the enigma ; and 
is of itſelf quite ſufficient to evince that the expli- 
cation comes from a power more than human, 
Every body knows that our Charles I. was be- 
trothed to the Infanta of Spain; but that on go- 
ing incognito to Madrid to ſee her, and being 
diſguſted with her perſon, he broke off the match, 
and returned home through Paris, where he fell 
in love with Henrietta of France; to his marriage 
with whom all his ſubſequent misfortunes and 
remature death are to be attributed. His two 
ſons Charles and James, ,who both reigned in 
England, were avowed or concealed penſioners of 
the Court of France, and the latter died in that 
country, a refugee and wretched dependent on 
the oſtentatious hoſpitality of Lewis XIV. It is 
impoſſible then to deny for a- moment, that the 
Stuart family were a ſupernumerary head on the 
body of the French monarchy, but dying! before 
it, Lewis XVI, is the ſecond head ; and he pe- 
riſhed, like the urſt, by decollation, ſome time 
ſubſequent to the loſs of his throne, The third 
head is the preſent king of Spain, a lineal de- 
ſcendant of Lewis XIV. of France, who placed 
the Spaniſh crown on his grandſon's head: but a 
deciduous crown it is, and ſure to fall ; for, as the 
| D 2 main 
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main head and heart of the beaſt are gone with 
Lewis XVI. it is certain that none of its mem- 
bers, much leſs any one of its heads, can long 
ſurvive the cataſtrophe. Conſanguineal and po- 
litical alliances co-operate to point out the king 
of Sardinia as the fourth head, whole dominions 
we have guaranteed to him. He has two daugh. 
ters married to the two brothers of Lewis XVI.; 
and Mr. Brothers is thus perfectly warranted by 
Daniel in ſaying, © it is not all the navy of Eng- 
& land, nor the armies of Europe united, can 
ce prevent the king of Sardinia from being de- 
% throned.” | 

Now we ſee to demonſtration how well the four 
heads of this leopard tally with the actual Rate of 
Europe. Had the prophet meant to deſcribe four 
ſucceſſive ſovereigns of the ſame kingdom, or four 
ſeparate kingdoms united under the ſame ſovereign, 
the beaſt in prophetic language could not poſſibly 
have had more than one body, and one head. But 
as he alluded to four diſtinct and nearly inde- 
pendent monarchs bound together by the cloſeſt 
ties of alliance and intereſt, he beautifully repre- 
ſented one body as the common centre of union ta 
four diſtinct heads. | | 

I had almoſt forgotten that this French leopard 
had four wings bf a fowl. Well, theſe wings are 
nothing but /azls : they both belong to the ſame 
element. Who does not know that ſail and wing 
are in all languages convertible terms: and when 
Dædalus is ſaid to have made v, gs for himſelf 
and his ſon Icarus to fly from Crete, does any 
man doubt that they ſailed away in ſhips? The 
wings are the fleets of France, and their number 
is four, becauſe thoſe fleets pervade all the four 
quarters of the globe. But. why then the wings 
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of a fowl? Here I muſt neceſſarily let out the 
diſcovery, to which I have already appealed as 
the teſt of my own individual ſkill in prophetic 
| phraſe. Though fowls may traverſe the atmol- 
phere on their wings from one end of the world 
to the other, the eagle alone is queen of the air; 
and to her all the feathered creation muſt neceſ- 
ſarily ſtrike ſail, Now Daniel has expreſsly ſaid 
that the eagle's wings were attached to the body 
of the Britiſh lion (the firſt beaſt ;) and he adds, 
alas! « I beheld, until the wings thereof were 
© plucked !”? | 

The final diſſolution of theſe three firſt beaſts 
is thus ſummarily ſet forth by the Prophet: 
As concerning the reſt of the beaſts, they 
* had their dominion taken away, yet their lives 
were prolonged for a ſeaſon and time.” 15 

That is, in plain Engliſh, they muſt all loſe 
their crowns, as Louis X VI. did, who was one of 
the three, about two years previous to the loſs of 
their lives. Now I do poſitive affirm, that in 
theſe inſtances, as far as they go, we mult either 
reject the prophecies of Daniel as abſurd, apo- 
cryphal, forged, and falſe, or admit that Mr. 
Brothers, who has ſo completly unlocked their 
myſterious alluſions, has received directly from 
God himſelf the key for that purpoſe. 

Our author has entered much more into de- 
tail reſpecting the fourth beaſt, than any of the 
former, for which reaſon I ſhall take ſo much the 
leſs notice of him. But it is impoſſible not to 
feel the full force of his application of ' the pro- 

| phecy to the king of Pruſſia, in the little horn 
that grew up after the former, in which were eyes 
as the eyes of a man,” viz. perpetually on the 
watch, and looking ſharp after every proſpect of 
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additional territory, or immediate profit, with- 
out regard to the means: whether in France, 
or in England, or in Poland, or any where elſe, 
neither an acre nor a dollar comes amiſs to him, 
And I beheld!” ſays Daniel “ becaufe of the 
great words which the horn ſpake.“ The 
Prophet himſelf ſeems here to ſympathife with the 
aſtoniſhment of all Europe, at the monſtrous 
. atrocities and intplerable blaſphemies of the Duke. 
of Brunſwick's famous manifeſto, which I 'am 
ſorry I have not here by me, to inſert as a com- 
ment on the divine text. The ruin and death of 
this deteſtable horn I ſhall preſently ſhew from 
Eſdras: Daniel gives it us in the 26th verſe: 
*« But the judg nent ſhall fir, and they ſhall take 
away his dominion, to conſume and to deſtroy 
&« it, unto the end :”*---as wel] as in the lump 
with that of the beaſt, © I beheld even till the 
« beaſt was ſla:n, and his body deſtroyed, and given 
to the burning flame.” 

Mr. Brothers moſt truly interprets this paſſage, 
as relating to the death of the Emperor of Ger- 
many, (p 33.) * It is,” ſays he, “certain, and 
“all the armies in Europe cannot fave him. The 
judgment of God is alſo, that he ſhall ſuffer 
* the puniſhment of everlaſting fire.” He en- 
ters more minutely into particulars in another part 
of his book, where he tells us, the Imperial 
family will all be cut off, and no ſucceſſor will 
“ for ever after ariſe.” —-And again, This is 
France Il. the preſent Emperor of Germany : 
to be related to him now, will be conſidered 
*< hereafter as a capital crime.” --- To come at this 
moſt tremendous curſe, and alſo to find the par- 
ticular deſignation of the death of the King of 


Fruſſia, and the utter downfal of the Popedom, 
i we 
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we muſt have recourſe to-the 2d book of Eſdras. 
Now this 2d book of Eſdras has hitherto been 
eſteem2d an apocryphal compoſition of the loweſt 
order, and ſo it is termed in our Church Bibles ; 
where it is ſaid to Have been written about the 
time of Domitian 1 ſome learned Hebrew, to 
be extant only in Latin, and to be ſtuffed full of 
Jewiſh fables and Rabbinical rhapſodies. Bur I 
have always conſidered this ſame book of Eſdras 
as one of the moſt ſublime, the moſt comprehen= 
ſive, and the moſt explicit of all the ancient pro- 
phecies. And when we ſhall have heard his beau- 
tiful allegory of the whole Roman empire, from 
its firſt republican form to its actual ſtate at this 
moment, I am ſure we ſhall agree that, whether 
Eſdras lived in the time of Domitian, in that of 
Daniel, or in that of Adam, there never was a 
more truly wonderful and ſuper-human epitome 
of a long and eventful hiſtory revealed from the 

n of man. It is in the xith chapter. | 

6 Then ſaw I a dream, and behold there came 
<« up from the ſea an eagle, which had twelve fea- 
e thered wings, and three heads. And I ſaw, 
<« and behold ſhe ſpread her wings over all the 
« earth, and all the winds of the air blew' on 
<« her, and were gathered together. And I be- 
held, and out of her feathers there grew other 
ce contrary feathers, and they became little fe:- 
ee thers, and ſmall. But her heads were at reſt: 
ce the head in the midſt was greater than the 
Others, yet reſted it with the reſidue. More- 
ce Over I beheld, and lo! the eagle few with her 
e feathers, and reigned upon carth, and over 
« them that dwelt therein. And I ſaw that all 
things under heaven were ſubjec unto ker, and 
„no man ſpake aga'nit her, no, not one creature 
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( 24 ) 
upon earth. And I beheld, and lo! the eagle 
„ roſe upon her talons, and ſpoke to her feathers, 


e ſaying, Watch not all at once; fleep every one 


sin his own place, and watch by courſe. But let 


* the headsſbe preſerved.unto the laſt. And I be- 
«held, and lo! the voice went not out of her 


« heads, but from the midſt of her body.“ 

Here in theſe firſt ten verſes we have an Iliad, 
and more than an Iliad, in a nutſhell. The eagle 
is the type of Rome. In this at leaſt I ſhall not 
be in danger of contradiction. E 

But what is the meaning, in this and ſeveral 
other paſſages of the Prophet, of the word ſea ? 
It cannot be taken literally; for Rome is an in- 
land city. It muſt therefore be obſerved as a ge- 
neral rule, that in allegorical writings every word 
is a portion of the allegory; and thus if the eagle 
he allegorical, the ſea from whence it ariſes is al- 
legorical alſo. We have the direct explanation of 
it in the Revelations, where mention is made of 
the great Whore that fitteth upon many waters. 
And in the 15th verſe of the ſame chapter, the 
Angel ſays, The waters which thou ſaweſt, 
*« where the Whore ſitteth, are peoples, and mul- 
titudes, and nations, and tongues,” This cagle there- 
tore coming up from the ea, is the city of Rome 
gradually riſing among the nations of Italy. 

The Prophet firſt is made to behold all the ſuc- 
ceſſive viciſſitudes of her fate, wrought up into one 
compact aſſemblage. Her extent of dominion is 
marked by her ſpreading her wings over the whole 
earth, Her twelve feathcred wings are the twelve 
Cæſars: and her three heads are, the Pope, the 
Emperor of Germany, and the King of Pruſſia. 
Well indeed might it be ſaid, that the heads reſted 


ſor as yet they were nothing but embryos in the 
_ womb 
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womb of futurity. And I beheld,” ſays the 
Prophet, and lo! the voice went not out of her 
heads, but from the midſt of ber body. This is 
the true ſpirit of prophetic” lore, this is the ge- 3 
nuine ſpark of Promethean fire! How was it 
poſſible m ſuch few words, and yet with ſuch 
aſtoniſhing accuracy, to delineate the focus from 
whence emanate all the rays of republican au- 
thority? | * 25470 
Ver. 12, «© And J looked, and behold ! on the 
right fide there) aroſe one feather, and reigned 
over all the earth: and ſo it was, that when it 
reigned the end of it came, and the place theres 
of appeared no more.” | Fog 

The feather that now roſe up on the right ſide 
was Julius Cæſar; and the Prophet's expreſſion is 
very remarkable And ſo it was, that when it 
r Ca, s the end of it came, and the place there- 
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3 red no more.“ We ſee clearly that 
this reign expired ſuddenly, almolt at- its very 
commencement; and was followed by a certain 
period of interregnum. | 25 
co the next following ſtood up, and reigned, 
and had a great time; and it happened, that 
<« when it reigned, the end of it came allo, like 
as the firſt, ſo that it appeared no more. Then 
© there care a voice unto it, and ſaid: Hear 
thou, that haſt borne rule over the earth ſo 
long: this I ſay unto thee, before thou begin- 
<* neſt to appear no more, l here ſhall none after 
< thee attain unto thy time, neither unto the 
„halt thereof,” i” 7 ey 
This next feather after this interval is ' Auguſtus, 
To put the matter out of all doubt, the inſpired 
writer takes particular care to inform us of the 
great length of his reign: a circumſtance remark. 
| i 2 abl 
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able enough of itſelf, but rendered much more ſo, 
by his being ſo minutely accurate as to ſtate, with 
preciſion, that the reign of no other prince cho 
ſhould after gcve'n. that country ſhould attain 
even to half the duration of that of Auguſtus. 
And therefore it is impoſſible this verſe ſhould be 
interpreted of any other emperor but him. 

I I ſhall not here follow the Prophet through the 
next ten verſes, fiom the 17th io the 271h— 
(They deſcribe the reſt of the Cæſars, and the 
ſubſequent commotions in the ſtate)—but ſhall go 
on to the 28th verſe. | 

„ And I beheld, and lol the two that remained 
„ thought alſo in themſelves to reign : and when 
„they ſo thought, behold! there awake one of 
the heads that were at reſt, namely, it that was 
„ in the midſt, for that was greater than the 
„ two other heads, and then I ſaw that the two 
heads were joined with it. And behold ! the 
„% head was turned with them that were with it, 
% and did eat wp the two feathers under the wing 
that would have reigned, But this head put 
« the whold earth in fear, and bare rule in it 
cover all thoſe that dwelt upon the earth, with 
„ much oppreſſion: and ic had the governance 
of the world more than all the wings that had 
„„ --- | | 

Now we come to the Papacy, to that great 
head in the midſt, to which were joined the two 
other heads: namely, the States which were there- 
after to form the dominions of the Empire and 
the king of Pruſſia. The gradual encroachments 
of that ſpiritua} predominance over all the tem- 
poral authorities of the time are admirably de- 
ſcribed by the head eating up the two feathers 

that would have reigned. And his head put oy 
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whole earth in fear. How? By launching its moſt 
blaſphemous thunders in , interdictions, ,.excom- - 


munications, and every ſpecies of eccleſiaſtical - 


artillery, with much, very much oppreſſion,. as ſays 
the Prophet. Now for the cloſe of the propheti- 


cal drama: | | 


« And after this, I beheld, and lo! the head 
e that was in the midſt ſuddenly appeared no 
more, like as the wings; but there remained 
e the two heads, which alſo in like fort ruled 
% upon. the earth, and over thoſe that dwelt 
«© therein.” rr N Kn 

The Reformation, and revolt of ſo many na- 
tions from the Pope's power, both temporal and 
ſpiritual are deſcribed in theſe verſes; and his 
downfal is expreſsly mentioned to precede that of 
the other two heads, namely, the Emperor and 
the King of Pruſſia, who continue to reign now, 
in like ſort as the wings (or twelve feathers) for- 


merly dic. | 


4 tn 303 20 
And I heheld, and lo! the, head upon the 

right ſide devoured it. that was upon the left 
« fide ene $57 FS 
Words cannot more exprelsly.. pronounce that 
the King of Pruſſia is deſtined to fall principally: 
by the, means of the Emperor of Germany. l 
ſay principally, becauſe Mr. Brothers mentions 
that the Empreſs of Ruſſia will affiſt in his de- 
ſtruction. But, from this verſe, I have not a 
particle of doubt, but that ſhe will in this caſe 
act only as an auxiliary in the Emperor's quarrel, 


„ . 


even though ſhe may contribute more than an equal 


ſhare to his victory. 1288 8 3: 3 
After this comes the grand cataclyſm, the moſt 


dreadful and tremendous jndgment upon the Em- 
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Verſe 36.—* Then I heard a voice which ſaid 
«© unto me, Look before thee, and conſider the 
thing that thou ſerſt. And I beheld, and lo! 
as it were, a roaring lion chaſed out of the 
% wood; and I ſaw that he ſent out a man's voice 
unto the eagle, and ſaid, Hear thou; and Iwill 
talk with thee; and the Higheſt ſhall ſay unto 
e thee, Art not thou it that remaineſt of the four 
beaſts whom I made to reign in my world?“ 

Before we go any farther, it may be neceſfary 
to remark, that the Prophet, without any one cir- 
cumſtance alluding to the connex ion between him 
and Daniel, comes here all at once, into the hiſ- 
tory of the four beaſts, and expreſsly declares 
that his eagle is the very ſame with that fourth 
beaſt which Daniel ſaw, but did nor delineate; 
only we are certain it could not much have reſem- 
bled an eagle, from the partial account he has 
given of him. If, however, Daniel's fourth beaſt 
be the Emperor of Germany, this muſt alſo be 
che ſame emperot. And vite verſa : if this be the 
Emperor; as the whole preceding narrative docs 
nat leave the ſmalleſt poſſibility to doubt, Daniel's 
beaſt mult be the Emperor alſo. I ſhall omir the 
cr articles of accuſation againſt his con- 

uct, and come at once to the judgment pro- 
nounced upon him, and all the members of his 
family, by God, in the 45th verſe: F 
And therefore appear no more, thou eagle, 


4 nor thy horrible wings, nor thy wicked tea- 


e thers, nor thy malicious heads, nor thy hurt- 


ful claws, nor all thy vain body.” 


Every member, limb, joint, and articulation of 
the Whole eagle is here put in requiſition, and ſe- 
ately enumerated, to take in every ſcion and 


branch of that devoted generation, Mr. Bro- 
at | | thers 
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thers might therefore well ſay, & That to be re- 
lated to the Emperor now, would hereafter be 
« deemed a capital crime!“ 

The ſame cataſtrophe of the Papacy, the King 
of Pruſſia, and the. Emperor is allo clearly pointed 
out in the next chapter of Eſdras, which contains 
an interpretation, after the prophetic mode, of the 
viſion which I have juſt gone through. I ſhall 
only here make ule of the 26th, 27th, / and 28th 
verſes of that xiith chapter, which runs thus: 

And whereas thou ſaweſt that the great head 
appeared no more, it ſignifieth that one of them 
„ ſhall die upon his bed, and yet with pain.“ 

This is incontrovertibly the Papacy, as I have 
before explained it. We have long ſeen it waſting 
with a grievous ſick neſs, and it is now on its death- 
bed, expiring in gieat agony. Mr. Brothers tells 
us in his book, that the Emperor will ſoon give 
it the coup de grace. 

« For the two that remain ſhall' be lain with 
ee the ſword.” 

The Emperor' s authority and that of the King 
of Pruſſia are now in apparent health: their down- 
fall, therefore, being deſtined to be ſudden, will 
have no appearance of a natural decay; but may 
be likened to a violent death by a ſword; 

For the tword of the one ſhall devour. the 
„% other; but at laſt ſhall he fall through the 
« ſword himſelf.“ 

When theſe two great potentates mall quitvet; 
we cannot poſſibly doubt but that the Emperor 
will preſently demoliſh his Pruſſian Majeſty; and 
theretore we are at no loſs to aſcertain their diffe- 
rent perſons in this place. And now, having ſeen 
all theſe heroes fairly brought to the grave, I ſhall 
. abe my leave of them, and procecd to a new 

ſubject 
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| ſabje&; for which purpoſe we muſt open the Re- 
velations. OR | 
Mr. Brothers tells us, that the Babylon menti- 
oned in the xviiith chapter of the Apocalypſe does 
not mean Rome, but London, contrary to the 
_ expreſs ſentiment of all former expoſitors; and 
he proves his polition in a very ſatisfactory man- 
ner, by ſhewing, that the various and multiplied 
alluſions to navigation and commerce in the de- 
ſcription of this Babylon cannot poſſibly be ſtrain- 
ed, with any propriety, to indicate an inland city, 
totally incapable of ſhipping, and remarkably det- 
titute of trade. His remarks are perfectly juſt 
and appoſite; all 1 have therefore to do, is, to 
corroborate and confirm his proofs by others drawn 
from the nature of the articles of merchandize ſaid 
to have been dealt in there. Verſes 11, 12, 13. 
And the merchants of the earth ſhall weep 
* and mourn over her, for no man buyeth her 
« merchandize any more: the merchandize of 
gold and filver, and precious ſtones, and of 
„ pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and ſilk, and 
« ſcarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner of 
<« veſſels of ivory, and all manner of veſſels of 
„ moſt precious wood, and of braſs, and iron, 
« and marble, and cinnamon, and odours, and 
« ointment, and frankincenſe, and wine, and oil, 
and fine flour, and wheat, and beaſts, and ſheep, 
and horſes, and chariots, and ſlaves, and ſouls 
of men.” C1» ne 
Here we have an inſtance of the prophetic art 
I formerly mentioned, by which the prominent 
features of the repreſentation or viſion are ſuch as 
are put on purpoſe to miſlead the obſerver ; a 
the key to the myſtery lies quite in the ſhade : 
- obſcurity of the back ground. F or\all this lo 
= | h a 
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and tedious enumeration of wares and ccmmodi- 
ties is really nothing at all to the buſineſs of the 
prophecy, whoſe true explication lies wholly in 
the Jaſt five words, “ faves and ſouls of men." 
What nation is notorious for its extenſive and abo- 
minable traffic in ſlaves ? Surely no part of Italy. 
] would aſk an honourable gentleman, whoſe un- 
paralleled exertions and perſeverance 1n the cauſe 
of dis oppreſſed fellow-creatures do him ſo much 
honour in the fight of God and man, whether be 
cannot in an inſtant put his finger on the city ren- 
dered particularly infamous by dealing in human 
fleſh ! We all know it is the Afiento wholeſale tra- 


der; it is the City of London.—But fouls of men 


are alſo ſold there !—Souls of men? And where 
can ſouls of men be properly deemed an article of 
trade? Certainly not in Rome, where ignorance 
and prieſteraft bind up the ſouls of all their de- 
luded ſubjects iy chains of everlaſting adamant, 
Still leſs in the ci- devant Paris, or Vienna, or Ma- 
drid, or any other city under a deſpotic govern- 
ment, where tyranny, whoſe eſſence it is to extin- 
guiſh and utterly annihilate the: human mind it- 
telf, leaves not a ſingle man who can truly and 
properly call his ſoul bis own. lt is here, in Eng- 
land, it is in this land of liberty, where every man 
has a ſoul which he can keep or ſell, as he pleaſes, 
that this article can alone be called a merchan- 
dize; and Parliament is the grand emporium for 

the commodity, 1 
Muſt I ſpeak out? muſt I produce an inſtance ? 
Well, then, I have an inſtance : I myſelf am that 
inſtance, and the Speaker is a living witneſs to 
the truth of my aſſertion. There has he ſat in his 
chair, day after day, for three years together, be- 
holding me crouched behind the Treaſury Bench, 
| with 
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with my ſoul in my hand, like a country girl in 
the market with her butter and eggs before her, 
anxiouſly waiting for the lucky moment when the 
Tellers would come and rid me oſ my burthen, 
that I might run home and hide mvſelf. And 
While I did fell my ſoul, it was all in the true ſpi- 
Tit of commercial credit thut fo pecnliarly diſtin- 
guifhes this country : I fold it purely upon truſt: I 
never have received one ſhilling; and now t am 
taught by experience ta, apprehend that the pur- 
chaſer will never pay me one farthing forit. Bur 
though I fold my foul, 1 could never fell my 
tongue. While the one loitered an abandoned 
proſtitute i in the market, the other remained ſul- 
tenly immovcable at home. The emancipation 
of the former would have opened the priſon doors 
of the latter could I have caught the Speaker's 
eye. But it is of no confequence now—Liberavi 
animam meam—and both my foul and tongue are 
from henceforth at liber 

London, as Mr. Brothers fays, is known alſo in 
the Revelations by the rame of Scdom: for which 
he quotes this paſſage of the xith chapter: 

_ 4 Ahd their dead bodies” (viz. thoſe of the 

two witneſſes) © ſhall lie in the great city, which 
% ſpiritually is c uled Sodom in Egypt, where alſo 
eur Lord was crucified; 

And in what city can our Lord be ſaid to have 
been crucified except at Jeruſalem, which ſurcly 
was not in Egypt?—Why there, and there | only, 
where the ble ſſed ſacrament ot rede:nption' is pro- 
ſtituted to the porpoſes cf venality and ambition: 
where the benefits of ſalvation are bartered for 


fikhy lucre: where the holy commemoration of 


Chriſt's death is degraded to a teſt and qualifca- 
tion for holding civil employments : and conle- 
A Fo | quently, 


. | 
quently, where the two witneſſes of the Goſpel 
are trampled under foot- by authority of the State. 
In no nation under heaven but England, in no 
church in the world but that by law eſtabliſhed 
here, does ſuch a profanation exiſt : in that very 
church too which expreſsly ſays in one part of 
her own ritual, that taking the ſacrament unwortbily 
is crucifying Chriſt's body afreſh, and eating and drink- 
ing our own damnation. © Out of thine own mouth 
will I condemn thee” thou wicked church! 
Here then we have in St, John both Babylon and 
Sodom to ſignify one and the ſame city, juſt as 
we have the two cities of London and Weſtmin- 
ſter within the ſame boundary: but which of the 
two be Sodom, and which Babylon, I leave to 
be decided by that ſagacious aſſembly which has 
no doubt moſt oracularly pronounced whether 
Richard Brothers be an impoſtor or a madman, 

And here ler me aſk, whether I have not in the 
mgſt clear and ſatisfactory manner, and upon full 
roof, eſtabliſhed every one of thoſe poſitions 
which 1 at firſt pledged myſelf to maintain: as 
much in ſupport of Mr. Brothers's well-founded 
pretenſions to divine infpiration, as of my own 
qualifications and abilities for executing the task 
I had undertaken? And I hope thoſe perſons of 
the better conditions of life, whom I know to 
have ſaid that this book was calculated to make 
an impreſſion on none but the moſt illiterate vul- 
gar, will be now inclined to admit that it ma 
have weight even with a, man not much leſs in- 
ſtructed or experienced than themſelves, nor very 
greatly their inferior in-underſtanding, literature, 
or ſituation. Moſt of gall, I hope that every one 
will at leaſt think it wortk while to examine the 
Scriptures calmly and attentively, to compare 
©1534 F | them 
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them with Mr. Brothers's aſſertions, and then 


judge for himſelf; for I can aſſure my readers, 
that I could rever obtain the ſmalleſt explanation 
of any part of his book from Mr. Brothers, whom 
1 called upon expreſsly for that purpoſe. He 


drily referred me to my Bible, obſerving that he 


could neither ſubtract from, nor add a ſingle word 
to, what God had expreſsly dictated to him. 
The field is ſtill open for freſh labourers ; I have 
occupied but a ſmall part of it: as well becauſe 
It is fit this work ſhould be compriſed within mo- 
derate limits, as becauſe I am ſatisfied that I have 
heaped proof upon proof beyond all reaſonable ne- 
ceſſity for full conviction. And here I ſhall cloſe 


the ſubject as far as relates to politics, and employ -- 


a few words with regard to Mr. Brothers himſcK, 


le ſays he is come to recall the Jews to their 


native country; and for the proof of his divine 
miſhon*he refers us to the miraculous diſcoveries 


contained in his books, from a perſuaſion that, 


if, we admit the prophecy, we cannot reject the 
propher. Now that all Scripture, as well as all 

radition, bears teſtimony to the certainty of the 
recall of the Jews in the latter ages of the world, 
no man who has but a ſmattering of acquaintance 
with either can for a moment pretend to deny. 
The main deſign of Mr. Brothers, as far as he 


is perſonally concerned, is to ſhew us that the life 


and conduct of the firſt Moſes was a ſort of type 
or pre-determined pattern for that of the ſecond; 
and for this purpoſe he quotes a text of Scripture, 
which can neither be eluded nor explained away, 


that the man deſtined to lead the Jews a ſecond 


time to Palcſtine ſhauld 


like to Moſes himſelf. 
The parallel between t 


two perſonages Mr. 


Brothers ſtates to have tallied hitherto, and he aſ- 


ſerts 
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ſerts that it will continue to do ſo; for, as Moſes 
aſcended from the ark of bull-ruſhes, ſo did Mr. 
Brothers riſe from a ſhip, having been bred to 
the navy. That this coincidence of characters 
might be evident at firſt ſight, Mr. Brothers af- 
ſerts, that, by the command of God himſelf, he 
cut a wand in 1792, which is to perform pre- 
ciſely the ſame miracle with the former wand of 
Moſes. Nor need we now to be aſtoniſhed or 
ſcandalized, when we hear Mr. Brothers affirm 
that God ſpeaks to him in plain direct words, as 
one man would ſpeak to another, fince we know + 
that in this reſpect Moſes was favoured with a2 
communication exactly fimilar. Moſes, born in 
Egypt, led the Iſraelites from Egypt through the 
Red Sea into Paleſtine. The birth-place there- 
fore of the ſecond Moſes, and the country from 
whence he is to ſummon the modern Hebrews, 
muſt, ſpiritually, ar leaſt, have at one time or 
other been alſo denominated Egypt, to make 
the parallel between the two events move on all 
fours: and I have already proved, from St. John, 
in the Revelations, that the great city (viz. Lon- 
don, was ſpiritually called Sodom in Egypt. 

In the ſpirit of this parallel Mr. Brothers re- 
marks in the 75th page of the ſecond boox 
«© Pktaraob is appointed to die, and bis government to 
« be deſtroyed; the prieſts and all the abominable idola- 
« tries of Egypt ſhall periſh, never to be found any 
e f | 

I ſhall now ſlightly mention a few expreſſions * 
to be found in Mr. Brothers's books, which have 
operated as ſtumbling blocks to weak minds, 
And firſt, for the phrate which has cauſed ſo 
much offence, where he calls himſelf God A- 
mighty's Nephew, —lI ſincerely hope there is no 

Bo man 
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3 man in this country who will openly deny. that 


Jeſus Chriſt is God Almighty. If there be, 1 
| ſpeak not to him; I am ſure no member of the 
Eſtabliſhed Trinitarian Church can ſafely ſay 
otherwiſe Now if Jeſus Chriſt had brothers and 
ſiſters, as is expreſsly proved from the Goſpel, 
the ſon of any one of thoſe muſt neceſſarily have 
been bis nephew. Extend the line of filiation as 
far as we pleaſe, through go, 100, or 1000 de- 
ſcents, the laſt is ſtill a nephew, lineally' de- 
icended from the firſt, in. the ſame manner as 
every Jew to this day 1s a ſon of Abraham, and 
as we are all of us beyond all doubt the ſons of 
Adam. | 

Next, Mr. Brothers ſays, he was in a viſion 


taken up to heaven, where he ſaw the Holy 


{t under the figure of a ſilver coloured dove. 
As a ſpirit truly the Holy Ghoſt may have no 
ſhape; but that he actually appeared as a dove 
when Jeſus Chriſt was baptized by John in Jor- 
dan, I preſume no believer in the Goſpel will 
think fit to conteſt with me. Again, Mr. Bro- 
thers ſaw Satan entering London in a human ſhape. 
Why what ſhape ſhould he be in! Perhaps, in- 
deed, if he had repreſented him with ſaucer eyes, 
cloven hoofs,, and a tail a fathom and a half long, 
all the old women of both ſexes in this great city 
would have been mightily tempted to believe him, 
But after.all, what other ſhape can we conſiſtently 
ſuppoſe Satan to have worn in his triumphal entry 
into a City inhabited by men? I am only ſorry, that 
deſcribed as he is in robes of white and ſcarlet, he 
muſt have been hardly diſtinguiſhable ar firſt fight 
from any of the Peers of Great Britain, whom I have 
ſeen in the ſame dreſs come into and go out of 
Woeſtminſter Hall at the diabolical impeachment. 
e Objections, 
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Obijections, but thoſe perfectly groundleſs, and 


wunde in groſs ignorance of the general courſe 
of God's judgments, have been ſtarted againſt 
Mr. Brothers's aſſertion in his firſt book, ** that 
«© God would have deſtroyed the city of London 
„in 1991—but for his interceſſions.“ 

To ſhew that this doctrine is not unprecedented, 
we might inſtance Abraham's repeated ſolicita- 
tions for the preſervation of Sodom, and God's 
anſwers, in the xviiith chapter of Geneſis ; as well 


as ſeveral other ſimilar circumſtances in ſcripture. 


But there is a paſſage in Ezekiel which comes, if 
poſſible, ſtill more exactly to the point; it is in the 
xxiid chapter, the title of which runs thus---v. 1. 


„A catalogue of ſins in Jeruſalem.---17. Gd 


„will burn them as droſs in his furnace,--- 
23. The general corruption of prophets, prieſts, 
e princes, and people.” — Now let us attend to 
the zoth and giſt verſcs, It is God that ſpeaks: 

And I fought for a man among them, that 
« ſhould make up the hedge, and ſtand in the 
« oap before me for the land, that I ſhould not 
« deſtroy it; but I found none. Therefore 
« have I poured out mine indignation uppa 
« them, &c.“ 

Words cannot be found more inconteſtably a 
plicable to Mr. Brothers's 'deſcription of himſelf 
« ſtanding in the gap before the Lord for the city, 
& that be ſhould not deſtroy it.” To controvert 
this principle, is not to want conviction. but to 
repel it. 


Now to conclude : if any man, calmly atrend- 


ing to what I have adduced, can ſtill conſider Mr. 


Brothers as an impoſtor or a madman, I wiſh him 
little joy of his feeling or his proſpects. But 
Wee judgment be pronounced on him, let it 


at 
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at leaſt be after a fair trial and ſufficient hearing. 
Let us firſt reflect, whether it be poſſible that a 
madman ſhould fo ably and conſiſtently preſs into 
his ſervice the whole body of prophecy both in 
the Old and New Teſtament, all tending to one 
and the ſame diſtinct end; or whether an impoſtot 
ſhould fo honeſtly and diſintereſtedly entreat us 
only to take ſerious care of ourſelves, and our 
own moſt important concerns, leaving himſelf and 
all poſſible perſonal advantage totally out of the 

ueſtion. And what then is the point he ſo ar- 
Juouſly labours ? Nothing more than that we 
would, before it be utterly too late, relinquiſh this 
Juſt and neceſſary war; juſt, only becauſe it juſti- 
fies God's vengeance---and neceſſary, only becauſe 
neceſſary for our puniſhment. And I doubt not 
bur it is his opinion, as it is moſt aſſuredly mine, 
and my advice alſo, that the Faſt which is ap- 
pointed for the 25th of February, to implore ſuc- 
ceſs to our arms, ſhould be converted by Ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty from both Houſes of Parli- 
ament to that effect, to the purpoſe of a ſolemn 
and fincere humiliation for our crimes, and a 
moſt earneſt ſupplication to God for the reſtora- 
tion of peace; and that we may take warning 
by the Re of our abandoned and ſubjugated 
ally, not to poſtpone our offers for a negotiation 
to the very laſt moment, when the ſword ſhall al- 
ready be at our throats, and all hopes of obtain- 
ing moderate terms muſt be totally relinquiſhed. 
Let us, while it is poſſible, adopt the moſt divine 
Jentence of the Goſpel, © on earth peace, good will 
« towards men. | 


NATHANIEL BRASSEY HALHED, 

Pall Mall,. | 
29th January, 1795. 
A CAL- 
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CALCULATION 


ON THE COMMENCEMENT OF ? 


THE MILLENNIUM. 


V R. Bao rRHERS has been enabled by Revela- 
tion to adjuſt and aſcertain the Bible Chro- 
nology. He gives it in detail at the opening of 
his firſt book, and alludes to it in ſeveral parts of 
the ſecond, as holding out to men an evident proof 
that the time for the completion of ancient prophe- 
cies, and the recorded period for the execution of 
God's Judgments, is really arrived. But the 
connection between the age of the world, viz. 
5913 years, in A. D. 1794, and this predeter- 
mined reſolution of the Almighty, is by no means 
apparent at firſt ſight, or to a curſory obſerver. 
Something more is certainly neceſſarꝝ to develope 
the myſtery, and the following is an attempt to 
elucidate it by computation. | 

Allufions to the Millennium are to be found in all 
parts of Scripture ; and the doctrine generally re- 
ceived is, that the Moſaic account of the creation 
of. the world is a prophetical type of its duration: 
taking (according to St. Peter, 2d Eph. chap. iii. 
ver. 8.) one thouſand years fer one day. So that 
we are to underſtand the world to have been de- 
ſtined to laſt 6000 years under the yoke of labour 
and tribulation, (metaphorically ſignified by the 
labours of God in the fix days of creation) and one 

thouſand years under that diſpenſation which is typi- 
hed by God's reſting on the Sabbath-day, and 

Which is called Chriſt's Kingdom, or the — 
| "= 
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of Heaven, or the dominion of the Saints, &c. 
&c. when it is expreſsly ſaid, that the Saints ſhould 
enter into the reſt of God, and & converſo of the 
wicked, it is ſaid, * unto whom I ſware in my 
wrath that they ſhould not enter into my reſt.” 

Now, if we ſuppoſe the 5913 years, above-men- 
tioned by Mr. Brothers, to be common years of 
ſolar time, we find 87 years ſtill wanting to arrive 
at the cloſe of the ſix ſymbolical days of labour, 
and conſequently we are too remote from the pe- 
riod of the Millennium to have any thing either to 
hope or to fear perſonally from its approach. But 
if we advert to that mode of calculation univerſally 
adopted, both by Daniel and St. John in their pro- 
2 where not only a day is taken for a year, 

ut a monch invariably made to contain 30 ſuch 
days, and 42 months to comprehend 1260 ſuch 
days, and theſe 1260 days to form exactly 3 years 
and a half, and therefore every ſuch year to conſiſt 
of 369 ſuch days, we may very well adopt this 
method of computation in our endeavours to ex- 
pn any prophetical chronology, and may very 
airly call thoſe Divine years, by which, as Mr. Bro- 
thers expreſſes it, © God fulfils his recorded Judg- 
ments.” Now admitting the common ſolar year 
to conſiſt of 365 days 5 hours 48 minutes 542 ſe- 
conds, and multiplying 5913 years into. quarters of 
ſeconds, we ſhall find, on dividing this quotient by 

360, a produce amounting to 5999 ſuch divine 
years and a fraction; which fraction, deducted from 
the ſum total of one year, leaves a- deficiency, at 

the end of the year of our Lord 1794, equal to 
322 days 6 hours 40 minutes 23x ſeconds, being ſo 
- much wanting, at the opening of the preſent year, 
to the full completion of 6000 divine or prophetical 
years; and ſhewing. that the Millennium will com- 
5 d mence, 
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mence, on the 19th of November next, at or 
about ſun-riſe, in the latitude of Jeruſalem, © * 
If this calculation be true, it follows that the 
time during which * the Saints ſhall live and reign 
« with Chriſt,” which according to St. John, in 
Rev. chap. xx. ver. 4. is one thouſand years, muſt 


5 be in fact 360, ooo years. So that the Millennium | 


will bear the ſame analogical proportion to the pre- 
vious duration' of the world, as that very previous 
duration itſelf holds to the ſix original days of the 
creation, or as the Sabbath of God to the ſix pre- 
vious days. For as the Almighty then entered 
into bis reſt, and did not recommence a new crea- 
tion on any ſubſequent eighth day, that Reſt is 


ſtill going on, and muſt endure for ever, or com- 


_ paratively for ever, unleſs the ſame ever-wiſe Pro- 

vidence ſhould at any future period reſume the 

whole energy of Creation afreſh. | 

NaTHANIEL Baassty HaLiHsD, 

Pall- Mail, March 22, 1795, | 4 

A 
SHORT REPLY 

b 10 * 5 

SOME or Tuz ASSERTIONS 1x DOCTOR HORNE'S 

PAMPHLET. © : 


INTITULED 


ce Sound Argument, Diftated by Common Senſe.” _ 


] HAVE endeavoured to peruſe, without preju= 
dice, every thing that has been written in an 

to, or rather againſt my book : and if I had in any 

of the publications * a gle paragraph 

529 e worthy 
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worthy of an anſwer, it ſnould have been anſwered. 
The ſelf-ſufficient: and abuſive Dr. Horne, of Ox- 
ford, has not one word of truth, or argument, or 
common-ſenſe, in his whole pamphlet: nor would 
it miſbecome a Doctor of Divinity who, by his 
own pen, confeſſes he can neither underſtand 
Greek, nor read the Goſpel in Engliſh—to have 

ndeavoured at leaft to give his jargon ſomething, 
if poſſible, of the Gentleman. That he does not 
_ underſtand Greek, is clear from his doubting whe- 
ther the Holy Ghoſt appeared in ſhape of a dovr, 
when St. Luke expreſsly ſays, TWPALATING £404 WEE 
Tepigeexy : and that he cannot read, or has not read, 
even the firſt chapter of St. Matthew, muſt be 
evident to thoſe who perceive him denying that 
Chriſt had Brothers; and who ſhall, at the ſame 
time, have obſerved that the Evangeliſt, writing 
after Chriſt's death and reſurrection, calls him, in 
the laft verſe of his firſt chapter, his mother's fir/- 
born ſon, ergo, ſbe muſt bave had a ſecond at leaſt, 
If the old miſerable expoſition of Daniel's four 
beaſts, which I knew before I took up my pen 
about as well as Dr. Horne, can by any reaſonable 
perſon (after mature deliberation) be deemed bet- 
ter than that furniſhed by Mr. Brothers, — be it fo 
—opinior is free---but I decline being of the party. 
And as for the phraſe of ſelling my ſoul, which ſeems | 
to have given him ſuch alarm, and furniſhed ſo 
much matter for falſe wit, I now think that every 
man who enters into Parliament with any perſonal 
view whatever, and not wholly and excluſively for 
the ſervice of his country, muſt be deemed bona 
Le to have fold his ſoul—let him be of what party 
ke will; and alſo that every man who joins any 
party to yote on all occaſions for the purpoſe of 
Promoting or ſupporting that party at all events, is 

4 perpetu- 
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\perperualy ovilty of the fame act of ſelling his 
1 deny having ever ſold ny ſoul in any 
other manner than this: and if any one think ot 


ſay otherwiſe, on him be the ons probundi. 


[ take this opportunity of renewing my expreſ- 


ſions of pee conviction in the propheſies and 


miſſion of Mr. Brothers; and my increaſing rehance 
(founded on hourly experience) on the r N 
of every one of his predictions. 


NarnAxIEI BrasSEY HaLnzo, 
Pall-Mall, March, 23 7 95. 
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CURSORY REMARKS 


ON A PAMPHLET tuTrTOLED \ "1 Fey 


« THE AGE OF CREDULITY.” ' ' 


THE anonymous Author of a pamphlet; intitu- 
led, © The Age of Creduliiy, was ſo obliging 


2s to ſend the book yeſterday to me; with an opi- 


nion, I preſume; that I ſhould find its argument 
incontrovertible, and the poſitions I have afſumed 


in my own publication totally untenable. I ſhould 


be ſorry to interrupt the gentleman's triumph 
any unſeaſonable ſeverity, and I am utterly ave e 
to all argument for argument's ſake. 

I ſhall, therefore, only beg him to take in _ 


5 the few hints which 1 here haſtily throw out 


r his conſideration. 

If he had turned to Cruden's Concordance, ar- 
ticle “ Wing,“ he would have found (Ach 7 
fication) it is put for the ſails of a ſhip.” Iſaiah 
xvili. 1. Moe to the land nne with wings ;” 


G2 mueeaning 
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meaning Egypt, which abounded with ſhips, 
y — fails were like wings that ſhadow 8 
<« ſea.” So much for his pithy objection in the 
th page. F 
The grand cheval de battaille of all my doughty 
opponents has been Daniel's viſion, as explained by 
certain former clear- ſighted expoſitors, to mean 
four ſucceſſive monarchies ; viz. the Babylonian, 
Medo-Perſian, Grecian, and Roman. I have been 
To battered and annoyed with this ridiculous phan- 
tom, that I ſhall here demoliſh it altogether, for 
the peace of the public, as well as my own. 
Daniel ſaw this vidion after Nebuchadnezzar 
was dead, as is evident from the firſt verſe of the 
ſeventh-chapter. After this, what does my ano- 
nymous author think of the ſuppoſition mentioned 
in his 14th page? The four beaſts meant mo- 
narchs, and not monarchies. See the 12th verſe. 
« As concerning the reſt of the beaſts, they had 
their dominion taken away, yet their lives were 
prolonged for a ſeaſon and a time,” The fe of 
4 dominion I can conceive to be a poetical phraſe, 
and admit its propriety ; but to take away the 
dominion. from a dominion, and yet prolong. the 
life of that dominion, is too much even for me, 
With all my credulity, to comprehend. 
Daniel ſaw this viſion in the firſt year of the 
- reign of Belſhazzar, the very laſt king of Baby- 
Jon, who loſt his life at the ſame moment with his 
dominion, and therefore his life certainly was not 
prolonged for a ſeaſon, nor a time. And in the 
+17th verſe of this ſame ſeventh chapter, the ange 
-tells Daniel, Theſe great beaſts, which are four, 
are four kings, which ſhall ariſe out of the earth.” 
all ariſe in the future tenſe; not, one of 
whom is already riſen, and kings, not kingdoms. 
From 


F 4 * 

_ CES. 
From this verſe nothing can be more undubitable, 
than that the king or kingdom of Babylon is to- 
tally out of the queſtion; and theretore the other 
three monarchies, in the common interpretation, 
all neceſſarily fall to the ground, as reſting on this 

| baſe. I hope I ſhall never hear them mentioned 
again. My author hampers himſelf again in his 
21ſt page, on the ſimilitude and diſſimilitude be- 


tween the fourth beaſt of Daniel and the eagle of 


Eſdras. If he will cavil at nothing, or vey 
thing, let him. But if he choſe to read and thin 

inge nuoulſly for himſelf, he might find, that Da- 
niel omits, in his fourth beaſt, as in the other 
three, to make any mention of the riſe, or ſplen- 
dor, or even exiſtence of monarchies. His beaſts 
are mere perſonages, and his fourth the Emperor 
of Germany; ſubſtitute for, and ſtandingayow- 
edly and ene in the place. of, the ancient 


Emperors of Rome. Eſdras delineates the mo- 


narchy or kingdom itſelf, of which he expreſsly 
ſays, in the 12th chapter and 12th verſe of the ſe- 
cond book, that the Lord told him this kingdom 
ce was not expounded to his brother. Daniel, and 
therefere it was now explained to him. Eſdras ſaw 
the whole hiſtory in detail, and even what would 
come to pals after the death of the preſent Empe- 
ror of Germany, the prefent Pope, and preſent 
King of Pruſſia, the three heads of his eagle; 
whereas Daniel only. beheld the. preſent Emperor 
and Electors of the Germanic body, without a 
glimpſe of the Antichriſt” or of the Pope. * 
By the /ale of ſouls, pages 24 and 25, for I am 
not writing a regular anſwer to a pamphlet, which 
is too inſignificant to deſerve one; but haſtily run- 
ning over a few of its capital errors) is meant 2 
conſcious ſale of an article known to be in one's ow. 


poſſe en 
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pofſeſſion. Thoſe who purchaſe pardons and indul- 


cies of Popes, are not in this predicament. - 
@f Mr. Brothers's preſumption, ignorance, and 
artifice, of which he is accuſed in the 27th, and 
ſubſequent pages, I ſhall take no notice : my au- 
thor may compare his own pamphlet with the few 
remarks I have here thrown together, and ſit in 
Judgment on himſelf, on the ſame articles. 
But I ſhall boldly, and authoritatively, retort 
the charges of falſehood, in every one of the parti- 
culars by him enumerated, s 33 and 34. | 
The firſt is, © the 124 of the Emperor's 
army in the Netherlands.” It is ſcandalous to term 
a prediction falſe, becauſe it is not yet Cale [ 
fay alſo, the Emperor's army will be defeated in the 
Netherlands: and if there were no other*pre-diſ- 
poſing cauſe for this defeat, an attempt to raiſe 
the ſiege of Luxembourg, now ſeriouſly inveſted, 
would ſuffice for the purpoſe : and I add, there- 
fore, that he will acknowledge the French repub- 
lic, and will make peace with it. 
_ Secondly, The Dutch have acknowledged the 
French republic, and are making a haſty peace with - 
it. Mr. Brothers never ſaid it would happen with- 
out a conqueſt, or that they would treat on equal 
terms. For the completion of his prophecy, it is 
enough that they ſhould have acted as they are 
acting. [7 7-0 | 
Mr. Brothers never ſaid, our ny would be 
diſbanded and ſent home, . the 25th of March: 
our author, therefore, ſhould not have incurred 
the niſk of the retort diſcourteous, until our army 
was out of the poſſibility of being ſo treated at all. 
Nor did he ever aſſert that the Duke of York would 
be detained: he expreſsly ſays © the general” of 
the Engliſh forces. That is now Count Walmo- 
J | den: 
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den: to-morrow it may be ſomebody elſe ; but to 
do away all chance of verification, the army ſhould - 
be proved to have no general at all. 

In theſe three little articles, wherein our anony- 
mous author has attempted to fix an imputation of 
falſehood on Mr. Brothers, he has convicted him- 
ſelf of c preſumption—ignorance—artifice—and falſe- 
hood ;” and here I leave him. 


NaTHANIEL Brassty HaALHED. 


Pall-Mall, March 25, 1795. 
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THE 


FIRST SPEECH 


DELIVERED IN THE 
Houſe of Commons, on Tueſday, March 31, 1795. 


RFSPECTING TRE 


> Confinement of Mr. BxoTazss, the PxorRHET. 
. 
« Mr. SPEAKER, | | 

I ALTHOUGH the motion I am about to ſub- 
S +> mit to the houſe be ſtrictly conformable to 
e the tenor of the notice I gave yeſterday; yet I 


muſt beg explicitly to be underſtood, as having no- 
c thing to ſay which can poſſibly give offence to 
* any gentleman who hears me, as if dictated by any 
d animoſity, or the ſpirit of party. Much more do 
7 deſire moſt pointedly to abjure all intention of 
. throwing out a ſingle hint againſt the executive 
d government of this country, or any one of the ho- 
f nourable perſons who compoſe it. I ſhould in- 
* deed think myſelf ſingularly happy if I could, by 
: any form of words, contrive ſo far to diſarm the 


preju- 
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| well be ſurpriſed, becauſe I, who am conſcious 


= EW 


prejudice (if any fuch exiſt, which I do not know) 


zainft me, as to obtain a fair and patient hearing 
for what I ſhall have the. honour to offer, were 
it merely in conſideration of that uniform and re- 
ſpectful ſilence which I have hitherto obſerved ever 


' fince I have had a ſeat in parliament. | 


In the firſt place, 1 hope gentlemen will acquit | 
me of all perſonal motives in the part I now take, 
or in any wherein J have lately engaged. Indeed, 


it is well known, that J have made ſome ſacrifices, 


both on the ſcore of friendſhip and of intereſt ; 
nor does it hitherto appear, that, by my new line 
of conduct, I have aify where obtained an equiva- 
tent. At leaſt, I think I may be permitted loudly 
to aſſert, that I have no ſiniſter intention whatſo- 
ever; that I have no intercourfe with any man, or 
ſet of men, public or private, whoſe principles 
or whoſe actions have, as far as I can judge, 
tended to the detriment of my country or any of 
my. countrymen ; and that, in ſeparating myſelf 
from thoſe gentlemen, with whom I had always 
been uſed to act, on the queſtion of War and 
Peace, I have conducted myſelf in a fair, open, 
and conſcientious manner, ſtrictly within my duty 
as a member of parliament, and my honour as 
2 gentleman. | | 


Nov, Sir, to come more immediately to the 
ſubject of my intended motion: I flatter myſelf! 


ſhall not be deemed to convey any offenſive 
meaning, if I expreſs myſelf to have felt very great 


ſurprize, when on the 4th of the month, Richard 
Brothers was taken up by a warrant from the Se- 
cretary of State, and as I have been told by the 
meſſenger in whoſe cuſtody he now is, on ſuſ- 
picion of treaſonable practices. I ſay, I may 


that 


(49 ) | * i 
that not a thought, word, or action of my life 
| ever had the remoteſt tendency towards ſuch 
| crimes, have been for near two months back, in 
the habit of ſeeing him very frequently, without 
erceiving in him the Nighteft ſymptom that could | 
indicate any bad deſign; and becauſe I had lat- 
| terly obſerved that his houfe, in the forenoon, ©: "0 
was conſtantly filled by perſons of quality and 


| fortune, of both ſexes, and the ſtreet crowded with 
their carriages---none of which perſons, I appre- 
hend, would have once thought of paying him a 
ſingle vilit, much leſs of repeating it, if they 
5 could have conceived that they were foſtering en- 
11 couraging, aiding, and abetting a traitor. Go- 
vernment, chere, muſt have ſome peculiar in- 
formation on the ſubject, of which both I and 
the perſons to whom I allude may be ſuppoſed 
ignorant; and while I bow with the moſt un- 
feigned ſubmiſſion to the authority of the ſtate, I 
hope to be indulged with ſpeaking of Mr. Brothers 
in regard to that which I do know.  _T. 
As a private man, Mr. Brothers is certainly 
a moſt unexceptionable character; and I have 
heard he was always much reſpected and eſteemed 
in the navy. To his affability, moderation, and 
good ſenſe in ſociety, it is impoſſible, but all thoſe 
who have viſited him muſt bear concordant teſti- 
mony. | 3 
But he has written two very extraordinary 
books'--Aye, Sir, there's the nes. The man 
was very well apart from his pen and ink: but 
when he mounted vn the Pegaſus of Prophecy, 
he has galloped over all our heads at the riſk, 
every moment, Sf daſhing out our brains, t 
ther with his own.” Perhaps, for indeed I ſpeak 
only by conjecture, perhaps, I ſay, theſe books 
a H may 
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r 
may be the cauſe of his preſent detention. But if 
ſo, I may reaſonably expreſs my aſtoniſhment that 
they ſhould ſtill be permitted full and free circula- 
tion; ſo much ſo, that I can aſſure gentlemen, from 
my own knowledge, the ſale of them has moſt ra- 
pidly and inconceivably increaſed ſince the confine- 
ment of their author. Every man muſt feel that 
treaſon ſhould not be permitted to diſſeminate it- 
ſelf in this manner ; and therefore, finding that no 
obſtacle whatever has been oppoſed to the vent of 
thoſe publications, I muſt neceſſarily doubt, I ſay, 
whether or not they are the cauſe of Mr. Brothers's 
impriſonment. At leaſt, however, while they are 
not proſecuted, nor even threatened, I am at liber- 
ty, I conceive, to buy them, to read them, to make 
my own. comments on them, and to deſperſe them 
in whatever manner I chuſe, and all without intend- 
ing, much leſs without giving, any offence to the 
government of this country, _ 

Theſe books, Sir, if I may be ſuppoſed ſuffici- 

ently campos mentis to form any judgment on the 
ſubject, appear to me to be founded on principles 
which every one of us acknowledge and avow, 
namely, the common broad principles of chriſtia- 
nity, as they are contained in the Bible. Chriſtia- 
nĩity, we all know, is ſubdivided into an innumera- 
ble multiplicity of ſects, who differ from each 
other in more or fewer ſubordinate articles ; but 
they muſt all neceſſarily admit the interference, in 
ſome ſhape or other, of God in the government of 
the 2 wy and the authenticity of the ſcriptures, 


on which all chriſtianity depends. Now, though I 
do not ſay it is altogether orthodox, yet it cer- 
tainly is not inadmiſſible in this frag country, where 
a tranſlation of the whole Bible is publiſhed in the 
vernacular tongue, by royal authority, for any man 

| | : to 
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to build upon thoſe ſcriptures a theory of his owns > 
in conformity to that which he may conceive to be 
their true and. recondite meaning; always, how- 
ever, I moſt implicitly allow, in perfect ſubmiſ- 
ſion, to the laws and police of the country. As a 
matter moſt in point, I ſhall beg leave to inſtance 
the very numerous and very diſcordant commenta- 
ries which have been written, more in this king- 
dom than in any other, on the prophecies contained 
in the Old and New Teſtament, I ſhall be bold 
to ſay, that by the very canons of the Anglican ' 
church, the $I of the prophecies them 
ſelves is put out of all doubt ; all the difference 
that can exiſt in opinion, muſt neceſſarily be on 
the ſcore of interpretation. 
One man finds the whole of their myſterious and 
hidden alluſions to bear excluſively on Rome, and 
another on Turkey. France is by ſome deemed 
the grand theatre of their denuneiations ; by others, 
perhaps Germany or Poland. Bur if one ſolitary 
individual happen to pitch on Great Britain as the 
deſtined ſpot for the elucidation of theſe enigmati- 
cal predictions, ſurely it is not unreaſonable that 
he ſhould requeſt. cool and diſpaſſionate inveſtiga- 
tion of the grounds of his aſſertion, before you 
condemn him to fire and faggot. We have all 
heard and thought that perſecutions for religious 
opinions were annihilated in England, and that to- 
leration was every where making a rapid progreſs. 
This toleration is what I now ſolicit; not immedi- 
ately on Mr. Brothers's account, but on my own. 
I ſolicit it in the preſent inſtance for the few more 
minutes in which I ſhall detain the houſe, and I ſhall 
then ſolicit it for a candid peruſal of the papers 
which I mean to make the ſubje& of this day's 


motion, 15 5 
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1 nave heard, but I really know it not on any 
certain authority, that Mr. Brothers's arreſt pro- 
ceeds from an expreſſion in one of the very laſt 
pages of the laſt addition to his book, dated 20th 
of February, relative to the king. If I may do it 
without offence, I will venture to read that paſſage, 
and endeavour to ſhew that it contains no treaſona- 
ble or inflammatory matter whatever. I have ſe- 
lected this particular paſſage, becauſe I have very 
good information that the jury, impannelled to try 
him for inſanity, deſired him to read it, and fay if 
he avowed it : both of which he did; and really, 
Sir, any man may do 'the ſame, without any co- 
lour of ſuſpicion for treaſonable practices. Here 
it is, page 110. The Lord God commands me 

to ſay to you, George the Third, King of England, 
that immediately on my being revealed in London, 
to the Hebrews as their prince, and to all nations as 
their governor, your crown muſt be delivered up to 
me, that all your power and author it may inſtantly 
ceaſe.” Now, Sir, it is fair to ſay, that if | were 
to annex a palpable impoſſibility to ſuch a propo- 
ſition, I might make a ſimilar demand on the king. , 
I do not mean that it might not be deemed inde- 
cent or inſulting, but we ſee greater and more ſcan- 
dalous liberties taken every day with his Majeſty 
in pamphlets, newſpapers, and print-ſhops. If, 
for inſtance, I were to aſſert, that on ſome future 
day, I ſhould aſcend to the top of St. Paul's, and 
from thence fly over London, and in ſight of all 
its inhabitants, to Weſtminſter Abbey, after which 
the King muſt ſeat me on his throne, and kiſs my 
great toe: moſt people, I allow, would think me 
mad; but I certainly ſhould not dream of being 
apprehended for treaſon. What has Mr. Brothers 

faid ? He has ſaid, that he ſhall be revealed to the 


people 
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people of London, by a ſign ſimilar to that of 
Moſes, namely, turning fa common hazle ſtick 
into a ſerpent, and re-converting it into a rod; a 
fact fully as impoſſible to all human comprehenſion 
as my flying from St. Paul's to Weſtminſter Ab- 
bey; and that he ſhall then be viſibly accompanied 
by an angel, in the form of a flame of fire; after 
which the King muſt do ſo and ſo. The whole, 
therefore, depends on the previous performance of 
a fact, which certainly wat, member of admini- 
ſtration deems within the verge of poſſibility. L 
muſt honeſtly confeſs, that, in this inſtance, the 
very oppoſite conſtruction to that of treaſonable in- 
tention appears ſelf- evident; the prophet enga 
to accompliſh his part of the miracle firſt: 
which, he ſays, the King will perform the ſecond 
miracle namely, ſend his crown to an obſcure in- 
dividual, now his own ſubject, and actually his 
priſoner. Had the condition been reverſed, the 
plea of treaſon would not have been ſo ill-founded ; 
and the ignorant, the profligate, or the 1l|-inten- 
tioned, might have made a handle of it to the de- 
triment of the monarch, if a ſufficient number of 
proſelytes could have been obtained to co-operate 
in the purpoſe. All the inference I 3 to draw 
from this circumſtance, is the following: If 
the aſſerted miſſion of this prophet be true, and if 
he be deſtined to perform the miracle alluded to, his 
preſent impriſonment will be no obſtacle at all. If 
there be no foundation for his predictions, I think 
an innocent man is made uſeleſsly to ſuffer for a 
mental deluſion, which did not require ſuch ſeve- 
rity. For, without being an enthuſiaſt, I hope I 
may for once apply a couple of verſes from the book 
which we all profeſs to hold in veneration; they 
are the 38th and 39th verſes of the gth 3 i 
$ 


(54 ) 

Acts“ And now I ſay unto you, refrain from 
theſe men, and let them alone : for if this counſel 
or this work be of men, it will come to nought ; 
but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, leſt 
haply ye be found even to fight againſt God.” _ 


remark, that Mr. Brothers had actually renounced 
feeing all indiſcriminate viſitors two days before he 
was arreſted by order of government : and to this 
circumſtance he alludes, in one of the laſt pages of 
the laſt additton to his book : namely, where he 
ſays “ The Lord God com me to inform 
all men, as a prevention in future to their aſking un- 
neceſſary queſtions, that all that is proper and al- 
Jowable for me to relate from him ts publiſhed in 
this book. — So that, in fact, if he had been guilty 
of any treaſonable practices, or unwarily admitted 
to his acquaintance any perſons of ſuſpicious cha- 
rafter, he had anticipated the intentions of go- 
vernment, by a voluntary renunciation of all com- 
pany: and I preſume it will hardly be faid, that 
four or five very unambitious men, of whom I was 
one, having occaftonalt admittance to paſs an hour 
with him in a morning, could have any very ſeri- 
-ous deſigns to overturn the ſtate, or to dethrone 
| Now, Sir, with reſpect to his prophecies in ge- 
neral. I muſt own, that, as far as it has come to 
my knowledge, all thoſe which he has recorded in 
print, have either actually been already fulfilled, or - 
remain in a ſtate, of which it cannot with any pro- 
priety be aſſerted, that their campletion is impoſ- - 
fible. If it be a fact, as I myſelf do not heſitate to 
declare my unqualified belief, that he did write to 
the King, to You, Sir, to his Majeſty's Miniſters, - 
and others, in the manner, and on the dates which 
; 2 oo he 
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he has particularized, many others of his predicti- 
ons have been fulfilled alſo ; put this I roundly main- 
tain, and defy any man to prove the contrary, that of 
his prophecies, as here publiſhed, not one bas bi- 
therto turned out to be falſe; and all the miſerable at- 
tempts, in miſerable pamphlets, to fritter them 
away, or demonſtrate their failure, have ended in 
the diſgrace of their authors. 1 388 
Among the denunciations yet unfulfilled, and 
which I, in common with every other man, ſin- 
cerely hope may never be fulfilled, are ſome which 
relate to this parliament, and to the houſe where I 
am now ſpeaking. If It be true, Sir, that I have 
{till any fiend here, who would kindly interpoſe 
to ſave me from that precipice of obloquy and dif- 
grace, down which they think I am about to ruſh, 
in conſequence of my preſent motion, I hope they 
will not deem it unpardonable in me to be guided 
by a ſimilar fentiment, and to act upon the ſame 
motives of pure philanthropy, however erroneous. 
I may be ſo unhappy as to apprehend their ſtanding 
on the very brink of a precipice infinitely more 
alarming; and, to ſay the truth, if is my opinion. 
Sir, I knew Mr. Brothers but a very ſhort time 
before I publiſhed a ſmall pamphlet, which, I hope, 
every gentleman here has received. I never ſaw 
either of thoſe books of prophecies, or indeed - 
heard of them, until the 5th of January laſt, and 
the roth of the ſame month was the firſt time I 
ever ſaw their Author. I read his works, and com- 
pared them with the ſcriptures, as adviſed. I de- 
clare upon my honour, this is the whole and entire 
ground of the preſent bias of my thoughts, which, 
in one ſenſe, may certainly be called my. conver- 
fion. I confeſs, indeed, that having a good deal 
of leiſure, I took conſiderable pains on the ſubject; 
S and 
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and by frquent_peruſals, diſcovered a variety of 
connections and coincidences between the ſeveral 
of his works with each other, and between 
. the whole and the ſcriptures, which, at the firſt 
fight, had totally eſcaped my attention. Is it 
very unreaſonable or indecent on my part, to 
with that gentlemen would apply ſome part of 


the leiſure of the approaching receſs of parliament, 


to a deliberate peruſal of the ſame works? Can 


any detriment reſult from it? Is it impoſſible that 
God ſhouldonce more interfere in human affairs, as 
| we have the recorded teſtimony of the bible to prove 
he did formerly ? This is all I aſk, 

Gentlemen will undoubtedly recollect frequent 
and palpable inattentions, both of governments and 
whole nations to diſcoveries of the utmoſt im- 
portance, and which have afterwards given a new 
turn to the affairs of mighty empires. To in- 
ſtance only one caſe : by how many crqwned heads 
and powerful countries was Colombus rejected, 


when he offered practically to demonſtrate the ' 
exiſtence of a weſtern continent? The thing was 


deemed impoſſible : the very ſuppoſition, perhaps, 
was treated by many as impious. Facts, however, 
have ſince borne ſufficient evidence to the ſolidity 
of his opinions, and left nothing but regret and 


remorſe to thoſe who had too precipitately deſpiſed 
him. A 


Mr. Brothers in his 2d book, page 23, in my 
edition ſays, He was commanded by the Lord 
God to go to the Parliament Houſe, on the 17th 
of May 1792, and acquaint the members for their 
ewn perſonal ſafety, and the general benefit of the 
country, that the time of the world was come to 
fulfil the 7th chapter of the prophecy of Daniel,” 
&c. Much as I may regret, and much as all of 
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us may, perhaps, have occaſion to regret, that he 
was at that time diſmiſſed (for ſo he ſays) with un- 
feeling contempt and incivility from our door, 
ſince the ſubſequent. unfortunate events which he 

mentions to have been ordered to communicate to 
us, that they might have averted, cannot now be 

prevented or reverſed: ſtill I may hope that the 
very coincidence of theſe events with his pre- 
dictions may have ſome weight with us, not to re- 
ject him unheard for the future: and for this reaſon, 
had he how been at liberty, I ſhauld certainly 
have moved that he be admitted to the bar of the 
houſe, and there. be ſuffered to declare. to us any 
thing he might yet have it in command from God 
to ſay. But that I may exhibit that unfeigned 
ſubmiſſion, which I moſt aſſuredly feel, towards 
the executive government of this country, I beg 
leave now. to offer, and I moſt earneſtly intreat to 
be Pn to lay on your table a copy of his 
works, for the uſe of ſuch of the members as may 
chuſe to peruſe them. I muſt confeſs, that I 
cannot charge my recollection with any inſtance of 
any printed papers having been ſo preſented ; and, 
therefore I am utterly at a loſs to know, if a paper 
ſo circumſtanced be admiſſible. Fo obviate, there- 
fore, this cauſe of rejection, I have taken the li- 
berty to bring with. me a complete copy of Mr. 
Brothers's works, which | had cauſed to be bound 
for my own uſe, and in which I have inſerted, with 
my own hand, a great number of notes, elucida- 
dations, and ſimilar paſſages from ſcripture ; all 
of which | conceive to be perfectly acceſſible to 
your table, by the rules and forms of the houſe ; 
aſſuring you, Sir, that 1 ſhould not diave preſumed 
to intrude any obſeryations of mine on your no- 
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had ſuggeſted itſelf to my mind. Notwithſtand- 


ing, I really venture with all humility, to offer 


my opinion, that much labour of reference and 
compariſon (which is not always a pleaſant taſk) 
would be ſaved to thoſe honourable gentlemen 
who ſhould deem the whole worthy of their at- 


tention, by the pains I have taken in arranging 


and adjuſting the various correſponding paſſages. 
And with this view, I beg leave to obſerve, that 
if my motion for bringing the book on your table 
be granted, I ſhall then move that it be printed for 
the uſe of the members. 

Mr. Halhed then concluded with moving, 
e« That there be laid before the Houſe a copy of 
*« the books written by Richard Brothers, called a 
e Revealed Knowledge of the Prophecies and 
Times, &c.” 

No member ſeconding the motion, it fell to the 


ground of courſe. 


a 
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REMARKS 
ON THE DEPARTURE OF THE ISRAELITES. | 
In the 12th chapter of Exodus it is mentioned, 


and inſiſted on as a remarkable circumſtance, that 
the Iſraelites ſhould have left Egypt, on the very 


ſame day of the year in which they had entered i it four 


hundred and thirty years before. 

Exodus xii. chap. ver. 40. New the ſojourning 
of the children of Iſrael, who dwelt in Egypt, was four 
bundred and. thirty years. Fa» rſe 41. And it came 
is | to 


E61 
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years, even the ſelf-ſame day it came to paſs, that 


all the hoſts of the Lord went ont from the land of 


Egypt. Verſe 51. And it came to paſs he /el/-/ame 
day, that the Lord did bring the children of Iſrael 


but of the land of Egypt by their armies. 


As the word of God is never uttered in vain, 
this coincidence of days at ſo very remote a diſ- 
tance, was certainly inſerted for ſome wiſe purpoſe, 


and as a guide to ſome future generation. On look- 
ing into the chronological index to the bible, I find 


that the day of inſtitution of the Paſſover by Moſes, 
was on the fourteenth of the firſt month, which by 
our mode of computation, was Monday the 4th of 


May, and we know it muſt have been full moon, 


becauſe the Hebrew year commenced with the con- 
junction of ſun and moon. Now it is not a little 
remarkable, that in the preſent year of Chriſt; 1795, 
being no leſs than 3245 years after the firſt inſtitu- 
tion of the Paſſover by Moſes; a full moon ſhould 
happen on the /elf-ſame day, viz. Monday the 4th of 
May : and that there ſhould be, at this very time 
in London, a Prophet who claims on the cleareſt 
evidence to bear a character ſimilar to that of 
Moſes, and to be the very Perſon foretold by God, 
in the 18th chapter of Deuteronomy, 18th verſe, 
* I will raiſe them up a Prophet from among their 
Brethren like unto thee,” and that this man ſhould 
have declared long ſince, that he will lead the He- 
brews again out of captivity this very year, and 
that too from this country, which he afferts to be 
in ſcripture ſpiritually called Egypt. 


NaTHANIEL BRASSEVY HALHED. 
Pall-Mall, April 10, 1795. 
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THE SLAIN LAMB 
ä OF THE 
| REVELATIONS, 


INSERTED IN THE COURIER, APRIL 16, 1795. 
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1 are certain perſons who, when they 
find themſelves unable to withſtand the 
force of argument and authority of evidence 
contained in Mr. Brothers's books, as bearing on 
the great points of his prophetical and princely 
character, rather than acknowledge a clear, un- 
equivocal conviction of his whole work, are con- 
tent to nibble at particular ideas or incidental 
expreſſions, and hope to eſtabliſh «ro own infal- 
| libility on the detection of what they are pleaſed 
to ſtile Errors (however ſubordinate and trifling) 
in thoſe wonderful compoſitions. Among the 
inſtances that may be remarked of this exerciſe 
of microſcopical objection, is an attempt to de- 
rogare (by a ſide - glance) from the orthodox y and 
veracity of an aſſertion made by Mr. Brothers, 
in the laſt addition to his ſecond book, page 98. 
wherein he obſerves, that the Lamb ſtanding on 
Mount Sion (Rev. chap. xiv. 1.) is himſelf. The 
cry in oppoſition to this doctrine is, that Chriſt 
alone can be the Lamb there mentioned, - Now 
that our bleſſed Saviour has been typified in Scrip- - 
ture by that animal, it is impoſſible to controvert: 
as in St. John, chap. 1. 29. and Acts viii. 32.— 
Therefore, ſay the Commentators, every _— 
| 0 
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of a Lamb muſt neceſſarily allude to the ſame 
Divine Being excluſively. And thus in a late 
publication by G. Coggan, it is roundly affirmed, 
that ** Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt can alone be the Lamb 
ſlain.” To ſet this matter clearly to rights is the 
buſineſs of the preſent Eſſay. 5 

The firſt mention of the Lamb in the Revela- 
tion is in the 5th chapter, where St. John (in his 
viſion) bebolds a Lamb as it had been ſlain, ſtanding 
before the Throne. As it had been ſlain, not actu- 
ally and bond fide „ain; juſt as the Saint mentions 
of himſelf in the 1ſt chapter and 17th verſe, that 
when he ſaw the one like the Son of Man, he fell 
at his feet as dead :” not really dead, but dead in 
appearance, and by way of ſimilitude only. The 
very ſame ſimple particle ws in the Greek is ap- 
plied alike in both paſſages. This Lamb, which 
St. John tells us he ſaw, ſtood before the Throne. 
Was the throne then vacant? No: one fate on 
it, © to look upon like a Jaſper, and a Sardine 
ſtone, The Saint therefore ſaw the one ſitting 
on the throne, and in the 11th chapter, ver. 16. 
he ſays expreſsly, that it was Gop. Now we 
know, that no man. can ſee the Father, but through 
the Son, and as Chriſt himſelf has declared, I 
and my Father are onz,” and again, He that 
hath ſeen me hath ſeen the Father,” no man will 
venture to affirm, that He, who was thus ſeen 
on ihe throne, was not Chriſt. And if it were 
Chriſt, can it be poſſible for a moment to alledge 
that Chriſt was at one and the ſame inſtant ſeen 
filling en the throne, as Gop, and ſtanding before 
the throne, as a {lain lamb ? This indeed would 
be a curious mode of multiplying perſons in the 


Godhead, and would ſtrain Athahaſius himſelf to 
recoacile it to our credulity.  *® 9 75 
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The office which xhis Lamb is here repreſented 
as performing, conſiſted in taking the ſealed 
Book from the o on the throne, as being alone 


Judged worthy to open its ſeals: But he is alſo 


emphatically denominated in the ſame place, ** rhe 
Lion of the tribe of Juda, as to whom the ſame 
worthineſs is attributed. Now we mult take care 
to recollect all the time, that this Lion-like Lamb 
neceſſarily alludes to 4 man, and nothing but a 
man; for St. John “ wept much, becauſe no man 
was found worthy to open and to read the book.” 


Nor indeed could this Lamb poſſibly by any 


implication be at this time conſidered as Chriſt, 
who had now fince his reſurrection received all 
power, glory, and dominion from the Father, and 
therefore his worthineſs could not here be a mat- 
ter in doubt or queſtion. | 
From this allegory we cannot but learn that the 
Man who was found worthy to open the ſeals, 
how much ſoever he might by meekneſs of tem- 
per and univerſal philanthropy deſerve to be 
typified by a Lamb, yet in another ſenſe he 
partook ſo much of the attributes of Var, as to 
merit the appellation of Lion. Now I think al 
the Commentators, aſſiſted by all their Concord- 
ances; cannot produce a ſingle paſſage from Scrip- 
ture, wherein Chriſt, by alluſion either to his 
character, his life, or his functions, can be made 
to hold any ſimilitude with a Lion. He was, in- 
deed, © brought as a Lamb to the ſlaughter,”. but 
he reſiſted not, neither opened he his mouth: 
very unlike a Lin. 

But then, it will be urged, if the Lamb in the 


Revelation be not Chriſt, what means the phraſe 


of Lamb ain, or © as it had been ſlain, inaſ- 
much as Chriſt was ain for our offences? To 


this I anſwer, the Lamb alludes to Mr, Brothers, 
| as 
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as well in thoſe ſeveral paſſages where the epi- 
thet Jain is applied, as in others, where he is men- 
tioned as flanding on Meunt Sion, or where his 
marriage-ſupper is recorded, &c. And to eſta- 
bliſh that he alſo fuffers for us, as the Revelation 
_ obſerves, we need only recolle&, that if Mr. 
Brothers had not voluntarily ſubje&ed himſelf to 
human laws, and to the chance of ill uſage, (as 
he himſelf ſtates in his book) by interceding for 
the ſafety of London, and determining to ſtay 
in it till the moment of his being revealed, for 
the purpoſe of reſcuing us from perdition, if poſh- 
ble, he would have been.removed from this coun- 
try, and had the choice of being ſuperior to all 
human power whatever. 3 : 

Now to prove, that Mr, BRorhRRS, conſidered 
as the Lamb, may well be denominated ſlain, I 


ſhall ſimply appeal to facts that cannot be diſ- 


puted, and which we can eſtabliſh at any time by 
ſufficient evidence. 80 | 

The Jury which fate on Friday evening the 
27th of March laſt, at the King's Arms, Palace- 
Yard, Weſtminſter, a common tavern, under a 
commiſſion to inquire into the ſanity of Mr. Bro- 


thers, after having examined a woman who lodged - 


in the ſame houſe, and heard a few extracts read 

from his books, (and alſo with ſome few other 
5 inquiries ne to diſtant dates from 
ome man of the Admfralty, &c. &c.) brought 
in a verdi& of Lunacy. x Fey 

Every man will admit that a lunatic, pronoun- 
ced to be ſo by a Jury, is Dead iv Law. He 
can perform no one human function whatever : 


and only ſhares with brute animals the privilege 


of breathing. If therefore a verdict of a Jury, 


convictive of lunacy, cauſe a man to be dead, or 


in a ſtate as it had been dead, a groundleſs, a ſur. 
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reptitious, or a falſe verdict of lunacy muſt ne- 
ceffarily be admitted as ſaying the man, and 1s 
neither mare por leis than civil murder. Whether 
or not the verdict in queſtion be deſerving of 
ſuch an inſinuation, I leave every man to judge 
for himſelf; as alſo how far the precedent may 
be found convenient to any future Adminiſtra- 
tion in any other caſe, when a man (however in- 
nocent) may have happened to atiract too much 
popular notice. A. 5 

IL only ſay, that none of thoſe who were moſt 
competent to decide on the actual ſtate of mind 
of Richard Brothers, from habitual intercourſe, 
from perſonal knowledge, and epiſtolary correſ- 
pondence (and who are all ready to teſtify to the per- 
* Jaundneſs of bis intellet,) up to the very day of 
his arreſt on ſuſpicion of treaſonable practices, (mark 
the conſiſtency of the proceedings |) were called 
upon as evidences, or even ſuffered ta enter tbe Jury 
Room : and that as far as human cunning could 
contrive, the day of aſſembling this jury, and the 
very intention of aſſembling any jury at all, 
were kept an impenetrable ſecret. Nor leſs myſ- 
terious was the ſubſequent concealment of the te- 
nor of the verdict, For although it is now well 
known, that this verdict of lunacy was brought 
in at the very meeting, before ever the perſon 10 be 
derided on'was examined at all *, yet on the 2gth and 
goth of March, full three days after the fact, did 
the meſſenger, Mr. Roſs, in whoſe cuſtody Mr. 
Hrathers {till remains, deny to me, in preſence of 
a gentleman whom I togk with me as a witneſs, 
that the jury bad given any verdict whatever. 
Mr. Halhed has correfted, in his ſpeech of 21 of April, 
error of fact which he bad here committed. 
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Thus then by an arreſt, under warrant of the Se- 
cretary of State, on ſuſpicion of treaſonable prac- 
tices, was Mr. Btothers deprived of his liberty: 
by an inconſiderate verdict of a jury deciding on 
incompetent evidence, and on evidence even worſe 
than none at all, was he ſurreptitiouſly incapacitated 
from every function of civil life, and reduced vir- 
tually to the ſituation of an object to be. protected 
by the new dead body bill: by a cloſe and ſevere. 
confinement, already of above ſix weeks, in an 
obſcure room, in an C cure ſtreet, is he robbed 
of all the comfort of light, air and exctciſe-: and 
by a moſt deliberate refinement of cruelty, from 
the firſt moment of his arreſt as a traitor to the 
preſent hour of his detention as a madman, has 
he been conſtantly denied the privilege of ſcein 
a ſingle friend to divert his ſolitary reflections, 
or ſympathize with his unprecedented ſufferings. 

Shall we then heſitate an inſtant to denominate 
him the Lamb as it had been lain, who Ims thus, 
by the moſt unheard-of,contrivances, been made 
the victim of a civil death, and who has hitherto 
borne it without a murmur, or a reproach? Slain 
indeed, we may well call him: but if any man 
chuſe rather to deem him ſimply buried alive, I 
ſhall not quarrel with the expreſſion. 

I would, however, molt humbly beg our Rulers 
to recollect, that if a man can be convicted of Lu- 
nacy in March, 1795, for books written in 1794, 
and 1793, or for words and actions remarked of 
bim in 1792 or 1791, leaving all conſideration of 
his actual ſrate of intellect, as known to his intimate 
friends at preſent, out of the queſtion) they go near 
to eſtabliſh a precedent which Mr. Burke might 
ſay, „would hurl the Monarch from his throne, 
and reduce him to the ſituation of a peaſant,” ?“ 
By 
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By theſe few obvious and curſory remarks, I 
hope I have amply fatisfied the ſcruples of the 
tendereſt conſcience, that the Lamb ſtanding on 
Mount Sion is really and truly Mr. Brothers, and 
that the Lamb flain is Mr. Brothers alſo : and I am 
ſure I have proved that the Lamb (as mentioned 
in the Revelations) is not and cannot poſſibly be oux 
Lokp Jxsvs ChRIsT.— And I wiſh thoſe perſons, 
who have been led by want of reflection to a 
contrary opinion, may, by a timely ſenſe of their 
error, endeavour to avert from themſelves the fad 
conſequences of ſo groſs a miſrepre ſentation. 


NATHANIEL BRASSEY HALHED. 
Pall Mall, 1 5th April, 1795. | 


P.S. In ſpeaking of the examination of Mr. 
Brother before the jury de lunatico inguirendo, I 
forg mention that it was attended alſo by 
two pliyliciahs, vulgarly called mad dofors, who 
were faſtened on him by order of government a 
few days after his impriſonment : that if he were 
not mad, their attendance might at leaſt gore ſome 

weight to the imputation. 
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"HEN I had the honour to make a motion 
in the Houſe, this day three weeks, rela- 
tive to the books written by Mr. Brother it can- 
not be ſuppoſcd that the actual ſituatioiſ , the 

author was out of my mind very far from it. 
I had, indeed, on that day, deſigned to bring 
forward the ſubject in the form and manner in 
which I now preſent it; but altered my plan, in 
conſequence of advice from an honourable mem- 
ber, my very particular friend, and whoſe opinion 
has always great weight with me. When I had ſo 
deviated from my original idea, I had the misfor- 
rune to be told, by the molt reſpectable and moſt 
reſpected authority in this Houſe, that the motion 
I was then about to make was exceedingly objec- 
tionable in point of matter. In this ſituation, 
which way can I turn myſelf * What rule ſhall I 
adopt for my conduct? None, none but my own: 
ſenſe of duty. | 
A conſcientious diſcharge of thoſe functions 
which the Britiſh Conſtitution, fa juſtly venerated A 
3 . by 
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by all of us, has conſigned to that branch of the 
Legiflature of which I form an unworthy part, 
muſt and ſhall be my guide. Independent by 
principle, and attached to, no party, I will not 
flinch from the taſk impoſed on me by circum- 
ſtances, or pointed out to me by the hand of Pro- 
vidence : but I will certainly by every conciliatory 
argument, and in the very ſpirit of humility, en- 
deavour to diveſt diſapprobation of its Wenne and 
diſarm prejudice of its ſeverity. ; 
Sir, the papers which according to my notice 

of yelterday, I ſhall this day move to be laid on 
your Table, are, 1ſt. A copy of the information 
whatever it may be, on which was founded the 
warrant from the Serretary of State for the Home 
Department, by which Richard Brothers was ar- 
reſtedwon the 4th of laſt month, on ſuſpicion of 
treaſonable practices, together with a copy of the 
ſaid warrant. 2dly. His examination before the 
Privy Council. And 3dly. the minute of the 
whole proccedings held at the King's Arms Ta- 
vern, Palace Yard, on a writ de Lunatico inguirendo, 
wgether with the verdict of the Jury there impan- 
nelled. If all. or any of theſe papers are granted, 
on them I mean to ground a motion for the Houſe 
to reſolve itſelf into a Committee, to take the 
whole matter into conſideration, and give ſuch 
relief thereon, as in its wildom ic ſhall deem re- 
quiſite: and as to-morrow is an open day, I hope 
F ſhall: be indulged with ſo favourable an frre 
tunity for my purpoſe. 

"When I reflect on the ſubject of my motion of 
the 24ſt March, I own I am both ſurpriſed and 
concerned that it ſhould have experienced ſo little 
attention. For. it muſt have been demonſtrably 
evident that I could have no private or perſonal 
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views in the buſineſs, even if I had not ſo pointedly 
diſclaimed them, And that the diſregard, diſlike, 
contempt, and abhorrence with which I have 
heard the books alluded to occaſionally branded, 
are either juſt nor reaſonable, I am till ſo 1gno- 
rant or ſo obſtinate as not to comprehend. But 
when I conſifler the exceeding variety of tempers, 
diſpoſitions, ſcharacters, and purſuits neceſſarily 
exiſting among ſo many different perſons, that I 
ſhould not have found one gentleman to ſecond 
me, is, I confeſs, a ſubject of extreme aſtoniſh- 
ment. For when a topic, pregnant with religious 
ideas, and profeſſedly (even if we ſuppoſe it miſ- 
takenly) founded on the grand bafis of Chriſti- 
anity, claimed nothing more than a deliberate diſ- 
cuſſion, where were the promoters of the Sunday 
Reform Bill? When the cauſe of a ſuffering and 
perſecuted individual preſſed (though obliquely, 
and by inſfnuation. only) on the notice of the 
Houſe, where were the meritorious defenders of 
Muir and Palmer? When dangers (however vi- 
ſionary) were announced as threatening this Par- 
liament and this nation, where were the indefati- 
gable detectors of the affiliated democratic Socie- 
ties? When impute& inſanity was propoſed for 
conſidetation, where were the invincible bulwarks 
that pfeſerved regal delirium from an intruſive 
ey? When the ſubject of univerſal peace 
was offered as a matter of catm reflection, where 
| were all the ſtrenuous and able oppoſers of the 
preſent calamitous war ? When bolts and bars, 
impriſonment andi chains, were pathetically held 
up to view for commiſeration and relief, where 
were the perſevering denunciators of the African 
Slave, Trade? Alas! alas! they muſt have all 
been ſick, or ſleeping, or peradventure on 2 
. Journey. BEE Well, 
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Well, Sir, though my Motion of that day did 
thus ſurpriſingly fall to the ground, I moſt impli- 
citly truſt it did not wholly fail of its intended ef- 
fect. Many Gentlemen, I am convinced, did read 
Mr. Brothers's books during the interval of the 
receſs, and ſome I knew to have applied for and 
received them from the author himſelf previouſly 
to that period. Wherefore, though by my former 
ill ſucceſs, I am precluded from dire application 
to the contents of thoſe books, I am perfectly 
warrantable in alluding to them, as of public no- 
foriety : and indeed few compoſitions, ſince print- 
ing was firſt invented, have excited more general 
attention. Any man who conſiders my former 
motion, muſt at once diſcover that it led to thoſe 
which I preſume to offer this day: and I ſhould 
have thought myſelf unpardonably negligent of 
my duty, whether as a Legiſlator or a Chriſtian, 
if I had ſuffered the buſineſs to evaporate after 
once taking it up, without at leaſt ſtraining every 
nerve to procure ſome ſubſtantial redreſs for the 
perſon who is known to have been the ultimate 
object of my excrtions. | 

Had I in the former caſe ſucceeded, it would 
have been very natural, Sir, that I ſhould beg of 
the Houſe at large, to point out any paſſage in 
the books I have mentioned, from whence the 
ſlighteſt tendency of a treaſonable intention could 
be inferred. I myſelf know of none. That alone 


which had been hinted to me, and which I had 


any reaſon to ſufpext as in the remoteſt degree 
liable to ſuch an imputation, I clearly explained 
upon the former occaſion. And the more point- 
| edly to evince my perfect conviction of the inno- 
cence of theſe books, as far as treaſon is concerned, 
J here, in the face of the Houle adopt the * 
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of them as my own. I ſubſcribe to every aſſer. 
tion in them from the firſt to the laſt ; 1 make my- 
ſelf a conſcious, a willing accomplice to all the 
guilt contained in them“ Habetis conſitentem 
reum,” and I deſire nothing more than to be pro- 
ceeded againſt legally and up to final judgment 
and ſentence upon thoſe grounds, 

If now there be Treaſon lurking in theſe pub- 
lications, I am committed beyond all evaſion, and 
Gentlemen know what to think of me : but I am 
firmly convinced no ſuch accuſation can be 
thought to attach, and that I am in no danger, 
And as I truſt, that, hitherto, and up to the very 
inſtant of theſe aſſertions, I have ever maintained 
the charaCter of a faithful ſubject, and true to my 
oath of allegiance, I ſhall, for the preſent, venture 
to aſſume it as a fact, that the writings in queſtion, 
as far as they go, are not treaſonable. Their au- 
thor then mult have incurred this dreadful impu- 
tation from ſome other circumſtance, Is it offen- 
five, is it indecent, is it unparliamentary, to en- 
quire of what nature theſe damning circumſtances 
may be ?---for I neither know, nor have heard, 
nor can poſſibly conjecture any one. Laſt year, 
when various perſons were taken up by a ſimilar 
interference of the Executive Power, we were 
fairly and candidly told the grounds of their ar- 
reſt; the formation of, or connection with popu- 
lar ſocieties, formed on principles reſembling thoſe 
of the Jacobin Clubs in France, and deemed to 
be equally ſubverſive of all regular government, 
were the oſtenſible plea of their impriſonment. 
Here is ground to ſtand upon. Here is a fact 
held up to the warning of every one, To be 
Member of a Club, or at leaſt of a certain de- 
ſeription of Club, ſubje&s a man to the ſuſpicion 


of 
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3 
of treaſonable practices. Was Mr. Brothers in- 
ſtitutor. of any ſuch Club? Was he even Member 
of any Club at all? I anſwer, authoritatively, No. 
Well, but it may be ſaid, if a number of perſons 
be collected together, even without the form or 
name of a Club, treaſon mayſſtill be diſſeminated 
at ſuch aſſembly. If the names of Preſident or 
Chairman, and Secretary, be commuted for thoſe 
of Miniſter and Clerks, the miſchief may be no 
leſs ſerious and no leis apparent. For do we not 
know, that Oliver Crom ell was himſelf a Preach- 
er, and ſubverted the Conſtitutional Governmeit 
of the country by means of Field-Preachers? J 
anſwer, Mr. Brothers was no P:caicher : he never 
aſſembled, nor thought of aſſembling any congre- 
gation whatcver; and he had neither more inten- 
tion nor more appearance of collecting an aſſem- 
bly for ſeditious purpoſes, or for any purpole 
whatever beyond that of general converſation, than 
you, Sir, have at your Levee, or the Preſident of 
the Royal Society at his Breakfaſts, | : 
Mr. Brothers was generally at home a few hours 
in the morning. Inclination, curioſity, example, 
occaſionally belief in his predictions, induced va- 
rious perſons to call upon him, and he was never 
denied to them. Members of Parliament and 
Ladies of Quality have met there without bluſh- 
ing, and without offence. _ Sometimes he was ci- 
villy treated, very often cavilled at, and not ſel- 
dom abuſed ; but he was uniformly calm, oblig- 
ing, and conſiſtent with all. In this part, there- 
fore, of his conduct J am totally at a loſs to diſ- 
cover any outlines of the traitor; and it others, 
more quick-lighted than myſelf, have ſeen deeper 
into this particular, I hope it will. be communi- 
Cated to us this day tor general information, Ar- 
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guing however, from my own perſonal knowledge 
of him, as far as it I aſſert with no leſs. 
boldneſs of his way of ling than of his books, 
that no treaſon whatever can be detected in ei- 
ther. | id 4D 
It follows, that if there be no treaſon, there 
muſt be much inſanity] about him: For ſome- 
thing, undoubtedly, we muſt aſſume as the cauſe, 
driginally of his arreſt, and hitherto of his impri- 
ſonment. By what teſt ſhall we try him on this 
head? I ſincerely hope not by the inveſtigation at 
the King's Arms Tavern; for if the proceedings 
which I mean to he for, are fairly brought for- 
ward, as doubtleſs they will be, I am ſure I ſhall 
prove the evidence, on that head, to have been 
compleatly inſufficient and nugator x. 

Now, Sir, if the books I tormerly moved for, 
lay at pr upon, your Table, 1 would deſire 
neither more nor better evidence than they con- 
tain, to evince, to the ſatisfaQion of every reaſon, 
able man, that the writer has not the flighteſb 
tincture of inſanity about him. What is the ob- 
ject profeſſedly propoſed by thoſe books? the re- 
ſtoration of Peace. From one end to the other, 
in Every page, and in every ſentence, we may 
viſibly trace this one grand prominent feature. 
Sometimes it is urged on the ſcore of political ad- 
vantage, ſometimes on principles of religious du- 
ty: here it is recommended by a ſtriking picture 
of its beneficial conſequences, there contraſted by 
a terrific diſplay of the calamities of war: now 
it is recommended by intreaty, then inforced by 
denunciations. The author ſhifts his arguments, 
and diverſifies his repreſentations, to ſuit ev 
ſpecies of underſtanding, and accommodate him- 
elf to all the various . of his readers3 and 
75 
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is this madneſs? Is that verſatility of thought and 
ſentiment, which in all other writers is deemed one 
of the firſt eſſentials of genius, to be wantonly 
and unfeelingly miſconſtrued as the wandering 
of deranged intellect, becauſe it may not exactly 
ſuit- the temper of the times ? Forbid it every 
principle af Virtue and Juſtice ; forbid it every 
ſpark of Humanity and Philanthropy ! In proof 
of what I have here faintly attempted to deſcribe, 
I might appeal to a thouſand paſſages ſcattered 
over every part of Mr. Brothers's works; but I 
will produce only one; it is in the 41ſt page of 
the ſecond. book, and a more ſtriking example of 
ſound abilities and correct imagination, I am well 
perſuaded, could: no where be ſelected from De- 
moſt benes or Cicero, or any of the beſt human au- 
thors, ancient or modern. It is a comment on 
the 27th verſe of the 7th chapter of Daniel, 
And the Kingdom and Dominion, and the 
greatneſs (meaning the power) of all the King- 
doms under the whole Heaven, will be given to 
the people and ſaints of the Molt High: his 
kingdom js an everlaſting kingdom, and all do- 
minions muſt ſerve and obey hi. 
„This is that real kingdom of heaven, of 
Chriſtianity in practice to believe and obey God, 
which was commanded by Chriſt to preſerve the 
ſoul of man, and a due knowledge of himſelf; 
preached by the Apoſtles, and through them the 
toundation of it laid in all nations; though de- 
termined from the firſt tranſgreffion of Adam, 
and begun more than ſeventeen hundred years ago 
with all the materials ready prepared, from the 
multiplied interruptions of war and other cauſes 
incident to human kingdoms, like the ſecond tem- 
ple at Jeruſalem long in building—— This 
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mighty Structure is not finiſned yer. This is 
that Stone cut out without hands, mentioned by 
the Prophet Daniel in his ſecond chapter, 24th 
and 35th' verſes, Which breaks the head and the 
feet, the gold and the filver, the braſs, the iron, 
and the clay, of rhe Great Image of Human Power 
to pieces: and this is the kingdom mentioned by 
the fame prophet in the 44th verſe following, 
which is to break in pieces and conſume all other 
kingdoms; but which is to remain itſelf for ever. 
The name of this univerſal Kingdom is PrAcx; 
It has the bleſſed Goſpel for its Government, and 
the Lord God for its King.“ us 
In what I have taken the liberty to ſtate to the 
Houſe on the preſent occaſion, 1 hope, Sir; I ſhall 
not be ſo widely miſunderſtood, as if I endeavour- 
ed to throw an odium, or ſet up an accuſation 
againſt any of the members of adminiſtration, or 
any other perſon of reſpectability whatever. I have 
no ſuch intention. But if ſpics and informers, 
baſely ſtabbing a man's fair fame in the dark, have 
miſled the candid and unſuſpecting minds of liberal 
geptlemen, let us unmaſk their hypocriſy, and 
ſcue their victim from unmerited puniſhment. 
If medical pretenders, by reliance on viſionary 
theories, or with a deep-laid plot of ſyſtematic 
villany, have conſpired to cry down a man's in- 
tellect, and rob him of heaven's choiceſt inheri- 
tance, his ſanity of underſtanding, let us expoſe 
their ignorance or chaſtiſe their depravity by ef- 
fectual interference. All I wiſh, is, to procure 
redreſs for an undeſerving ſufferer as I deem him, 
or to gain ſome conviction of the Juſtice of his 
ſufferings. And that this, Sir, is not an eaſy mat- 
ter, nor a matter attainable through any regular 
official channel, I hope to make fully evident; 
nor indeed do I know any channel, but that of 
| | L 2 the 


— 


( 


(: 76 ») 

the inquiſitorial authority of this Houſe, by which 

the relief I ſpeak of, which gentlemen will allow 

muſt neceſſarily. be prompt, if we would have it 

efficacious, can poſſibly be obtained. The perſon 

in queſtion is, as a ſuſpected traitor, in the power 

of the ſecretary of ſtate—as a lunatic he is immedi- 

ately under the Lord Chancellor. If I apply to 

chancery, I muſt expect to be told he is a ſtate 

Priſoner under warrant from government for treaſon- 

able practices. If I refer to the Secretary of State's 

office, I ſhall have the ſame anſwer as given to 

another friend of his, © that he is not properly 

under that department, but as a lunatic is to be 

ſent to ſome hoſpital, where, perhaps, by leave of 

ö the governor, I may be permitted to ſee him.“ Be- 

tween theſe two noble perſonages, while I am 

bandied about as a ſhuttlecock, Mr. Brothers 

may be transferred to a third or a fourth depart- 
ment, whither all my induſtry may be exerted in + 

vain to trace him. All I require, therefore, is 

to diſcover with preciſion, whether this Mr. 

Brothers be a traitor or a lunatic, He may poſ- 

ſibly be neither: but it is morally certain he can- 

not be both. I neither wiſh to palliate any crimes 

he may have committed, nor to ſcreen him from 

any merited puniſhment of the law. 

A few words more, Sir, and I have done. I 

have cauſed to be delivered at the door a printed 

aper, written, I confeſs, partly on another ſub- 

ject of perſonal controverſy, though bearing im- 

mediately alſo on my preſent Motion; it is an 

Eſſay on the Slain Lai of the Revelations, I moſt 

ſincerely, apologize for its intruſion, and I hope I 

mall be forgiven, when I mention that it is done 

Preciſely for the purpoſe ot taking ſhame to my- 

ſeif, in having there inſerted a propoſition which 

is not warranted by fact. | As 
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As far as that aſſertion goes, I can ſay nothi 
in my own defence. I admit it to be falſe, and! 
aſk pardon for its. inſertion. _I have there ſaia, 
that © the verdict of Lunacy was brought in at 
the very Meeting before ever the perſon to be decided 
on was examined at all;” and I now know that his 
examination was previous to the verdict—they had 
only made up their minds to it, before they ſaw him. 
Teat my words, © © $444 
Now with 1eſpe& to the documents which 1 
move for: they cannot, I think, betray any ſecrets 
of ſtate. For if there exiſts a plot d which go- 
vernment wiſh to explore the different ramifica- 
tions, before they promulgate their information, I 
think the verdi& of Lunacy is effectually done 
away. A conſpiracy headed by a madman can 
be no very tremendous object, nor do | think his 
accomplices could have ſo long lain hid, when 
their chief was in confinement. And if this ſup- 
poſed conſpiracy lay in his books, why, after the 
open warning I gave three weeks ago, has no ſtep 
been taken to impede their circulation ? 

The examination before the privy council I 
am pretty well aſſured, may be publiſhed without 
any danger. All was politeneſs, candour, and 
good ſenſe in that quarter: and though curioſity 
might be gratified by the publication, no new ar- 
ticle would from thence be added to the catalogue 
of exiſting treaſons. 

Of the verdict of Inſanity 1 have little to ſay. 
The jurymen themſelves are not very conſiſtent 
in their accounts of it, which may a little palliate 
the error I have acknowledged; but 1t their pro- 
crtedings be granted to my motion, opinion then 
will have ſomething ſolid to reſt on. | 

I now conclude, moſt earneſtly entreating gen- 
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tlemen to conſider themſelves, as Repreſentatives 
of the whole Britiſh nation, to be meritoriouſly 
employed in ping, where it may be poſſible, 
the accidental oppreſſions of any one Britiſh indi- 
vidual, however obſcure. And I hope that a man 
who has creditably ſerved his king and country in 
the royal navy, the pride and bulwark of the em- 
Pire, will never appeal in vain to a Britiſh Houſe 
of Commons.” | | 

I therefore move © that a copy of the warrant 
of the Secretary of State for the apprehending of 
Ricyaro BroTHERs, be laid before this Houſe, 
together with a copy of the information on which 

the warrant was grounded.” 


Mr. Hatred having given in his motion, the 
Speaker aſked, ** Who ſeconds this motion ?” 
There being no anſwer, the Speaker ſaid, * As this 
motion is not ſeconded, it cannot be put from the 
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Mr, Halbed's Letters, Se. 
| 4 FROM THE | 


 THIRTY-FOURTH UMBER, 


OF THE. 


REGISTER or Tux TIMES, 
APRIL you, n 


S we have heard it frequently aſſerted, that | 
Mr, Halhed is a diſappointed man, and that 
his preſent conduct ariſes from ſuch diſappoint- 
ment, which it is ſuppoſed he alluded: to in his 
firſt pamphlet, where he ſpeaks of the ſale of his 
ſoul, we have taken particular pains to procure 
authentic information on this curious ſubject. As 
ſuch, we here inſert a letter written by that gentle. 
man to the Directors of the Eaſt India Company, 
on the 1th of Feb. laſt, and publicly read in their 
court the next day, at a time when his requeſt 
therein alluded to was on the point of being grant- 
ed, and when it would have been at leaſt as agree- 

able to government as to himſelf, that the pro. 
ſed arrangement ſhould have taken place. | 
That Mr. Halhed had even at that period fully . 

made up his mind to the line of conduct he is 
now purſuing, is evident from the letters thait 
follow, addreſſed to the Mayor and Corporation 
of Leiceſter and Lymington, and which we are 

authoriſed to publiſh. 1 


Letter 


1 
Letter to the Court of Directors of the Eaſt India 
| Company, 

/ w 5 
* The many difficulties which may have oc- 
curred, ſome of them perhaps inſurmountable, 
in reſpec to the application I made ſo long ago as 
April laſt, for permiſſion to return with my rank 
to your ſervice in Bengal, is undoubtedly the rea- 
fon why you have not hitherto thought fit to ho- 
nour me with the reſult of your deliberations on 
the ſubject. I beg leave now to anticipate your 
reſolution ; and while I return you my ſincere 
and hearty acknowledgments for all the favours 
you have been pleaſed to confer on me during the 
exiſtence of my covenants, to decline for ever all 
pretenſions to tuture employment under the com- 
ae As gratitude can never be ſo clearly exhi- 
bited, as at a time when all hope of renumeration 
is effectually done away, I hope the humble offer 
I here make of the little tribute now. in my power, 
will not be recrived unfavourably: and that you 
will have the goodneſs to accept the accompany- 
ing publications which J have forwarded with this 
addreſs, (two * pamphlets, rwenty-four copies of 
each) as | conceive them to contain ,information 
moſt eſſentially connected as well with the proſ- 
perity of the India Company, as with the perſo- 
nal intereſt and happineſs of each individual in 
your court. I beg of you to believe me to re- 
main with the ſincereſt reſpect, * 

« Gentlemen, Your obliged and very 

faithful humble ſervant, 

e NATHANTEL BRrassty HaTRxED. 

© Pall- Mall, 11th Feb. 1995.” _ 
* Mx. Brothers's ſecond book, and Mr. Halhed's Teſtimony. 


To 


( 8 ) 
To the Mayor and Corporation of Leiceſter, | 
“ Gentlemen, 


„ The warmth with witch you eſpouſed — 
canvaſs, when J offered, myſelf for one of your 
_ repreſentatives in parliament, and the kindneſs 
vod have occaſionally expreſſed towards me ever 
ſince, demand my molt grateful acknowledgments: 
I know not how I can better diſplay my ſenſe of 
your favours, than by taking the opportunity 
which now preſents itſelf of imparting to you a 
piece of information in which all your deareſt in- 
tereſts, both political and perſonal, are moſt ma- 
terially implicated. This information 1s contained 
in two *.pamphlets (one written by myſelf) of 
each of which I have the honour to forward you 
twenty-five copies, by the coach of this evening. 
Hoping that you will not refuſe them your moſt 
conſiderate peruſal, 1 have the honour to remain, 

„Gentlemen, 
« Your obedient and very humble ſervant, 


c NATHANIEL BRASSLY HALUED. 
e Pall- Mall, 11th Feb. 1798. 


To the Mayer and Corveration of Ry 


e GENTLEMEN, 


« T ſhould ill deſerve the honour of being © 
of your repreſentatives in parliament if I could 
conceal from your knowledge a circumſtance 
which at the ſame time that it is molt intimately 
connected with your immediate political intereſts 
(in part entruſted to me) involves alſo conſidera- 
tions of the firſt importance to your perſonal and 


Mr. Brothers's ſecond book, and Mr Halhed's Teflimoßy, 
M 2: of eternal 


( 3) 
eternal welfare. For which reaſon I hold it my 
duty to forward you by the ſtage of this day, 
two“ pamphlets, (25 copies of each, to be diſ- 
tributed as moſt agreeable) one of them written 
by myſelf, and declaratory of my own fentiments, 
to which you will be ſo good as to underſtand my 
future conduct, as your repreſentative, will here- 
after moſt ſtrictly conform: and I beg leave to re- 
commend them both to your moſt ſerious peruſal 
and reflection. I have the honour to 3 
„ Gentlemen, 


« Your obedient and very humble ſervant, 
* NATHANIEL Brassty HALHED. 


ec pa. Mall, 11th Feb. 1965.” p 
—ͤ — 
Aulue, to Dr. HORN's Second Panpblet, 


INTITULED, 


; A OCCAS: ONAL REMARKS,” Ec. 


D Hoa xe has publiſhed a ſort of Reply to 
my fora er Letter, and called it “ Occaſional 
Remarks.” I hey are more abuſive and more ſelf- 
ſufficient than his firſt work, and no leſs deficient 
in facts, — Nay, more, they are ſtuffed with abo- 
minable blaſphemies, and groſs and wilful hes. 
For inftance—Mr. Brothers ſaid, the Stadthold- 
ſhip of Holland would be cut off cloſe/to the 
ground (ſecond book, page 14) net the Stadt holder: 
and /o it was, by a decree of the Proviſional State, 
16th of February laſt. - 
Mr. Brothers did forete! his being made to 
ſuffer (equivalent certain to be taken into cuſ- 
* Mr, Brothers“ 8 book and Mr. Halhed's Teſtimony. 


tody ) 
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tody) 2d book. p. 43: and in the iſt book, p. 
43, he expreſſes himſelf more pointedly, that 
the Lord God refuſed him in 1791 the permiſ- 
ſion to inform the people of London of their dan- 
ger, and to try by all poſſible means to ſave them,” 
(the very permiſſion which he cbrtained in 1794) 
* becauſe they would IMPRISON ang uſe bim very 
ill for it.“ 

Mr. Brothers never ſaid that the viſion of blood- 
ſhed and confuſion in London would net come to 
paſs. He did ſay „the judgments were ſuſpended, 
and the city pardoned for his entreary,” But he 
repeatedly mentions that theſe ſame judgments 
will hereafter take place. See ſt book, b 525 
& It hangs bowever over all natiens.” 2d 
7, © to repronounce the judgments of God, 1105 
have been ſuſpended bitherto for iy ſake;“ and in 
ſeveral other paſſages. 

Mr. Brothers never declared © the Princeſs of 
Wales would not arrive here:“ But I believe he 
may have expreſled, in converſation, a wiſh that ſhe 
would not, and have aſſerted, that ſhe ſhould not, 
if he could prevent it. In this caſe, after fre. 
quent occaſions of remarking Dr. Horne's regard 
to truth, were he to affirm that he himſelf heard 
Mr. Brothers make ſuch a declaration, I would 
not credit him, | 

The Doctor conceives no one material prophecy 
of Mr. Brothers to have been verified. What de- 
gree of importance does he annex to that predic- 
wan relative to the King of Pruſſia? 

Some time before the 11th of April, 1794 (for 
the 2d book is dated on that day as 1 to preſs) 
Mr. Brothers wrote for publication, and it was 
actually publiſbed and ſold in May, that the King of 
Pruſſia would acknowledge the French Republic, 

M 2 and 


; / 

( #4 ) 
and make peace with it (2d book, p. 17). On 
the 19th of the fame month of April, the Eng- 
Iſh miniſter at the Hague ſigned a treaty of ſub- 
fidy with the Pruſſian "miniſter, by which Eng- 
land agreed to give (and has ach given) above a 
million ſterling to the king of Pruſſia for co- 
operation in the war. againſt France. This treaty 
was communicated to the Houle of Commons, 
by meſſage from the king, on the 28th of April, 
and taken into conſideratien the iſt of May, 
1794. On the 5th of April, 1795, @ peace was 
made and ſigned at Baſle, between France and 
Pruſſia, and ratified on the 14th of April by the 
Convention. 

Dr. Horne, I preſume, as a ſtaunch friend to 
the preſent miniſtry, will hardly pretend that 
they foreſaw, in April, 1794, the detection of the 
king of Pruſſia, in April, 1795: or that this 
event might have been eaſily predicted by com- 
mon political ſagacity. 

One word more about the brothers of our Sa- 
vious, from St. John's Goſpel, 2d chap. 12th 
verſe, 

« After this, he (Chriſt) went down to Ca- 
pernaum, he, and his mor and his brethren, 
and his diſciples,” | 

If his brethren were not his brethren in this 
caſe (as Dr. Horne ſuppoſes) I do not ſee how we 
can take his mother to mean bis mother, or his 
diſciples to have been his diſciples. 

7th chap. 5th verſe. „ For neither did his 
brethren believe in him.” 

Theſe two verſes prove that Chriſt had bre- 
thren, who were neither diſciples nor believers. 

Duere— What were they but brothers ? 

For the whole art and iniquity of lying, * 

i - 7. 


1 
Dr. Horne's 5th page: “ beſides Mr. Brothers 
calls James the eldeſt ſon of Mary—ergo he cannot 
be the ſecond born.“ | j 2 

Mr. Brothers, in his 2d book, p. go, calls 
James, “ the eldeſt ſon of Mary, by Joſeph.” The 
wicked ſuppreſſion of the words by Joſepb, in Dr. 
Horne's book, is as impudent a piece of deliberate 
fallification as ever diſgraced the preſs, 

I decline ſaying any thing more of or to Dr. 
Horne, be the name real or fictitious, He 1s in- 
finitely below the notice of any honeſt man. 

NATHAVNIEL BRaASSEY HALHED, 


Pall- Mall, 25th April, 1795, 


ANSWER, &c. 


1 HAVE read in the 33d Number of Taz Re- 
GISTER OF THE T1MEs, the Reply to my Re- 
marks on © The Age of Credulity,” and ſce no rea- 
lon to alter my opinion in any one inſtance. 

To enter into long and claborate diſcuſſions of 
verbal criticiſm on the ſubject of Daniel's viſion of 
the four beaſts, at the preſent intereſting moment, 
is perfectly ridiculous: For we might be ſquab- 
bling de land caprind at the very inſtant of the pre- 
dicted verification of that viſion, if my opinion 
be true: and if it be falſe, the failure itſelf will 
be my conviction. I only beg leave to add, that 
even now, the aptneſs and ſimplicity of my firſt 
Eſſay on that ſubject, contraſted with the labori- 
ous inanities of the letter before me, will ſpeak, 

for themſelves to any candid mind; and I have 
| = ng 


— 
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no ambition to acquire the frigid merit of an acute 
wrangler. a 
My anonymous correſpondent may amuſe him- 
ſelf, if he pleaſes, with ſuch lame attempts at ex- 
polition, and call them “ An Anſwer io my Re- 
marks.” But as I write for thoſe who attend to 
ſomething better than mere words, I ſhall not in- 
terfere with his amuſement any more, unleſs he 
profiers more ſubſtantial game. 
NarhAx EL BrasSty HALHED, 
Pall-Mall, 25th April, 1795. 


«4 


Þ0-6-0--0-R-1-P r. 
7 For the 5th of May, 1795. 


T length the die is caſt! Government has 
made its final option between lunacy and 
"treaſon, and Mr. Brothers was yeſterday evening 
removed to a private madhouſe.— I have already 
taken notice of the 4th of May this year, as pre- 
'"Ciſely anſwering to the day of the firſt inſtitution 
of the Paſſover by Moſes—and in a ſeparate paper 
J have proved, that Mr. Brothers (who has already 
opened five of the ſeven ſeals in the 6th chapter of 
the Revelation) is neceſſarily from that fact ſelf 
the Lamb as it had been ſlain, who alone was 
found worthy to open them. If the myſtical 
meaning of this whole type ſtill retained a particle 
of obſcurity, the occurrences of yeſterday will 
ſerve beyond the poſſibility of doubt for its illuſ- 
tration. 


| Moſes, V 


* 


„ 
| Moſes, in the 12th chapter of Fxodus and 6th 
verſe, giving. directions for the due ſlaughter of 
the Paſchal Lamb---allufive to the future ſacrifice 
figured under that character, ſays, * Ye ſhall keep ir 
up until the fourteenth of ibe ſame month, and the 
' whole aſſembly of the congregation of Iſrael, ſball kill 
it in the evening. — Here is a freſh coincidence, 
The verdict of Lunacy, which was paſſedonthe 27th 
of March---lay dormant, like d kmfe in a ſheath, dur- 
ing the whole of April---the Lamb was epr 1b 
perhaps for fatting till on the4th of May— Monday 
---the full moon in the evening the medical Butcher 
Who had not once viſited his patient victim, 
from the time of the verdict till Saturday laſt--- 
(five whole weeks) put the fatal weapon to his 
throat, and extinguiſhed all the dubious remains 
of civil life, by this arbitrary mode of interment 
above ground in a cemetery for departed-intelleCt. 
It may well be aſked, if Mr. Brothers were in- 
ſane on the 27th of March laſt, and ever fince, why 
was he detained in a miniſterial baſtile, as a Trai- 
tor, till the 4th of May---If he were a traitor on 
the 4th of March, and found to be a Lunatic on 
the 27th of the fame month, why was all medical 
aſſiſtance withholden and ſuppreſſed from the very 
moment of the difcovery till yeſterday ? The 
Prophet himſelf has told us the reaſon in his 24 
book page 101,—* therefore hear what the 
Lord God ſays to me by Revelation, and com- 
mands me to write, that as they (the Engliſh go- 
vernment) have encouraged blaſphemy againſt me, 
/ they ſhall not proſper ; for Pl ſend a blaſt on them 
bat will confound all their councils.” Here is the 
grand ſecrey diſcloſed at once! They continued 
in a ſtate of irreſolution, and uncertainty until the 
\\ very day, of which every one who had with proper 
No CR hs attention 
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attention conſidered my two papers of the Slain 


Lamb and the Paſchal Full Moon, foreſaw that 
the hidden influence of the Almighty would com- 
pel them to act, before they would proceed to 
the laſt extremity of permiſſible violence againſt 
a man, on whom, after all, they cannot inflict a 
perſonal miſchief. I ſhall here quote ſome very 
remarkable words from a letter written to me by 
Mr. Brothers on the 22d of April, but which only 
reached me this morning, as they are perfectly 
app'icable to this indeciſion on the part of our 
Rulers “ They forget, (ſays he) that it is God, 
and God only, that allows human power to exer- 
ciſe any authority over me for the accompliſh- 
ment of his wiſe purpoſes, the ſame as he did by 
Joſeph in Egypt, and by Daniel at Babylon; both 
were great favorites, and both ſuffered unjuſtly 
---like theirs mine is permitted now, that, like 
them, I may be held up to an aſtoniſhed world 
with higher luſtre and greater honour.” 

I ſhall make no comment on this effuſion of 
palpable inſanity: and only requeſt certain per- 
ſons, who ſeem to think that the ſame authority 
which occaſionally ſuſpends the exportation of 
corn, can arreſt the courſe of God's predetermined 

dgments, to reflect that the experiment of tying 
a weathercogk has ſeldom ſucceded to confine the 
direction of the wind. N 


( ren BRASSEY HALHED, 
Pall Mall, 


th May, 1705. 


TO THE 


RIGHT Hoxnovrapre LORD LOUGHBOROUGH, 
3 | Sc. &c. Ec. 


My Lord, | 

HEN you ſee the name of HAL, poſ- 
ſibly you will couple it with that of Bao- 
THERS: But J am ſure you are too wiſe, and I hope 
you are too humane to throw aſide this letter on that 
account unread. I take the liberty to addreſs your 
Lordſhip in behalf of that much-mjured man, 
now impenetrably ſhut up from all acceſs of his 
friends, under the imputation of Lunacy. Amid 
the various multiplicity of avocations, all of the 
firſt importance, which occupy your Lordſhip's 
attention, no wonder the caſe of an obſcure indi- 
vidual ſhould elude your cognizance, even while 
his perſon is under your immediate authority; 
and I can almoſt aſſure myſelf that the circum- 
ſtances of it require only a candid ſtatement, to 

obtain at once commiſeration and redreſs. | 
My Lord, in a converſation which I had yeſ- 
terday with Dr. Simons the phyſician, to whom 
TI applied (in vain) for permiſſion to viſit Mr. 
Brothers (whom I diſdain to call his patient, or 
any man's patient), I learnt from his own mouth 
full enough to ſet aſide the verdict of Lunacy as 
ſurreptitious: to entitle him, at all events, roia 
new ehquiry, and, as I make no doubt, to a full 
reinſtatement of his rights as a member of ſociety. 
Among other things the Doctor told me, he 
mentioned that an examination for Lunacy was a 
trial of the moſt ſerious, liberal, and candid na- 
ture — before a numerous Jury, with all poſſible 
indul- 
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indulgence to the party—counſel allowed for his 


defence—the aſſiſtance of his friends fully granted 
Aue notice given of the intention, of the time 
and place of inquiry, and, in ſhort, all the for- 
malities obſerved that might beſt ſerve the pur- 
poſes of ſubſtantial juſtice, and induce a perfect 
conviction even on the moſt prejudiced mind. 


I I ſtare it Gere to your Lordſhip, as a fact which 


I can prove, and am ready to prove, that every 
one of theſe precautions for enſuring a juſt deci- 
ſion was abuied for the purpoſes of injuſtice. I 
ſay he had no counſel, no friend, no notice. Dr. 
Simmons, indeed, obſerved to me, that he and 
Dr. Monro had intormed their patient of their in- 
tentions to bring him before a Jury, and gave him 


@ whole day to himſelf to conſider of it, during 


which they intermitted their medical attendance ; 
and he candidly ſeemed to conſider that as quite 
ſufficient notice. But. when I aſked of what uſe 


ſuch kind of notice could be to a man confined as 


a ſtate priſoner for treaſon, debarred the ſight of 
all his triends, and denied even pen and ink ? it 
produced a momentary embarraſſment, which 
ſhewed me, Dr. Simmons had only made up his 
mind to the medical part of the calc. 
The world, my Lord, aſſigns very different 


motives indeed: for this unmerited uſage of Mr. 
Brothers; and though I take no part in its ſur- 


miles, I aſſure you I tremble for their effects.— 
I am old enough to recolle& the flame kindled by 


Mr. Wilkes about general warrants, and I have 


the riots of 1780 indelibly impreſſed on my me- 
mory. I cannot therefore l with unconcern 


on any tranſaction that, may have the remotcſt 
tendency to a ſimilar. cataſtrophe—certainly not 


intended on the part bf Mr. Brothers, whoſe 
whole writings and uniform conduct breathe no- 


A man 


— Fo ˙—*˙ 
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OS 
A man who firmly believes, be the belief true 
or falſe, that his interceſſion could, and did pre- 
vail with God to pardon all London, cannot poſ- 
fibly be accuſed of a ſeditious, vindictive, or 


Hanguinary ſpirit ! 


Of myſelf I need not ſpeak. I am born a Bri- 


| iſh ſubject, and as a Member of Parliament, I 


have taken the Oath of Allegiance: I ſincerely 
revere the Government and all its branches, but I 
do not revere the abuſes of any Government upon 
earth. | 
After this momentary digreſſion, I beg leave 
to remind your Lordſhip, that perſecution in- 
variably, and at all times, leads to popularity: 
that the very methods which have been purſued, 
and are ſtill purſuing, to ſuppreſs Mr. Brothers's 
doctrines, or conſign his perſon to oblivion, ſerve 


but to render him and them more anxiouſly watch- 


ed, and more eagerly imbibed : that in propor- 
tion as his caſe becomes known, it attracts intereſt ; 
and that unleſs the power of Government can 
ſilence the voices of myſelf, and of hundreds —T 
might ſay thouſands beſides, by a ſimilar exertion 
of authority, we ſhall not, we cannot, in con- 
ſcience, ceaſe, for a moment, to cry out, fiat Fuſ 


| titia, ruat celum | 


My Lord, there are ſo many afflicting deduc- 
tions to be drawn from a candid conſideration of 
this caſe, that my mind ſhudders at the contem- 
plation of them, and my whole ſoul is abſorbed 
in anxious wiſhes to counteract them, for the ſake 


of that very Government under which I live. 


But-I know how ſeriouſly your Lordſhip's time is 
engaged, and I will not intrude too much at once. 
Permit me to cloſe, at preſent, by aſſuring you, 
that if I am in my ſenſes, Richard Brothers is not 
inſane; that if I am innocent Richard Brothers 

; N 2 Ps ——— — is 


8 
is no Traitor; that I am perfectly ready, at all 
hours, to wait upon your Lordſhip, or to attend 
the Privy Council, to bear that teſtimony both to 
his intellects and to his loyalty, which neither I, 
nor any other of his friends, were permitted to 
offer on his examination before the Jury; and 
that I am willing to give, and to procure ample 
ſecurity*, both pecuniary and perſonal, for his 
good behaviour: and I moſt humbly implore 
your Lordſhip to conſider, whether the promul- 
gation of an opinion, that God will puniſh this or 
any other nation, unleſs they repent of their ſins, 
be in fact, or in law, either Treaſon or Lunacy. 
J have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, with the 
ſincereſt reſpect both for your Office and Cha- 
racter, My Lord, 
Four Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 

And very humble ſervant, 
NATHANIEL BRASSEY HALHED. 
Pall-Mall, No. 17, 

May 9, 1795. 


TOT HE 


Ricoh Honour ARTE LORD LOUGHBOROUGH. 
; Sc. Sc. &c. 
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Mv Lonp, | | 
ON Saturday laſt, the gth inſt. I had the ho- 
nour to addreſs you on the ſubject of Ri- 
chard Brothers —it was a private addreſs—1 left 


7 Le Maitre and Higgins, who have been confined for 
. above thirty weeks, for the miſerable pretence of a plot to 
© Uifinate the King, have juſt been releaſed, on finding ſecu- 
rity for their. good. behaviour. 2 


* 


it 
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it myſelf at your houſe, and I ſent my ſervant 


both yeſterday and to day to requeſt the anſwer— 
but he brought me word there was none. In what 


IT have done, both as to matter and form, I am 


confident I have exhibited every mark of reſpect 


to your Lordſhip's office and of civility to 
your perſon. But as my endeavours have proved 
ineffectual in the line 1 at firſt adopted -I am 


compelled to change my ſyſtem, and reiterate my 


ſupplications through a public channel. 


I am aware, my Lord, that I may be told, if 


Richard Brothers has been ſurreptitiouſly and 


improperly pronounced lunatic He may have 
his remedy in Chancery and that an application 


ſhould be made in Court for that purpoſe. I have 


been told ſo long ſince: and that there is no pre- 
cedent for the mode I am now purſuing.— It may 


be ſo.— But if 1 were to add, that neither is there 


any precedent for this heterogenous amalgama 
of treaſon and lunacy, to form one indefinable 
crime, I think 1 ſhould run no riſk. of contra- 


diction. But here is another reaſon I honeſtly 


confels, I know nothing of the rules or prac- 
tice of the Court of Chancery but its prover- 
bial dilatorineſs: and in the «preſent caſe, while 
I ſhould be floundering and ſtruggling through. an 
ocean of official forms, the victim Tor whom 1 
plead, might be in the very act of . agonizing un- 
der all- the deliberate; torture of. medical. experi- 
ments: experiments invented and inflicted but 


to try how far it may be poſſible for human in- 
tellect to bear. up againſt the humiliating aſſaults 
of authoriſed barbarity. Now .I humbly take oc- 
caſion to remind your Lordſhip, that bleeding 


and bliſtering, the razor and the ſtrait waiſtegat, 
are no clearer proofs of a patignt's inſanity, than 


a pair 


3 


No man can 
Mr. Brothers now endures, is derived from the 


(2s 3). 


a pair of boots of profound ſkill in horſeman- 


ſhip; and therefore, one of the principal motives 
for my laſt and preſent application, is to obviate 
if poſſible, the adoption of theſe procruſtean ap- 
pendages of the art of healing. —It is on this ac- 
count I intreat and implore your Lordſhip's inter- 
ference: it is to ſuſpend the exhibition of the 
ſuſpicious lancet, and ſtill more ſuſpicious drug ! 
Por it is in your breaſt alone to cut ſhort the 


formalities of tardy precedent, and render equity 


doubly equitable. NF Fog 
But is this all? Shall I ſo far ſhrink from the 


-principles I profeſs, and belie the cauſe I would 
4upport, as to pretend that all my apprehenſions 


are confined to the danger of Mr. Brothers ?— 
No, my Lord,—to deal fairly with you, I am 
inclined to ſuſpect, He neither needs my media» 
tion, nor your interpoſition. Though innocence 
may have been frequently oppreſſed, and virtue 
laid proſtrate on the ground, hiſtory furniſhes us 
with various inſtances of urfforeſcen delivery from 
injuſtice; and unexpected events have often fruſ- 
trated the combinations of political ſagacity.— 

doube that all the. perſecution which 


publication of his books. It is from thence that 
the ſlippery proofs of his inſanity are extracted. 


Dr. Simmons himſelf told him ſo, in Crown-ſtreet.— 


I have a hundred times teſtified, and I here teſ- 
tify again, my unqualified belief in the contents 


of thoſe books: and one of the points moſt 
ſtrongly inſiſted upon in them is, the determina- 
tion of God to throw down this City, and deſtroy ibis 
Nation, any violence be attempted againſt their Au- 


thor — | 
Book I. page 31.—“ I had beſeeched _ ns 
*7 , f | 


«f ² e 1 a. 54 


— 


1 


( 
« Lord God) to let me inform the people of Lon- 
« don of their danger, and try by all poſlible 
« means to ſave them: but was refuſed permiſ- 
« ſion, becauſe they would impriſon and uſe me very 
il for it.” | | 
Book II. page 76.—* Remember thoſe things, 


O my God, and as thy thunder on the 7th of 


e this month—Avguſt, was to ſhew thy full de- 
« termination to throw down cities, and daſh in 
„pieces the council of evil men, if they com- 
© mitted any Violence againſt Me... «+++... 900 
« my God execute!“ 

Book II. page 97.—“ The Lord God com- 
% mands me to remind all people of the thunder 
<« that was on the th of Auguſt laſt, and to ſay, 
« it was a threat from Him to deſtroy London, 
% ſooner than ſuffer me to be burted. Take it for a 
« warning, and beware of the dreadful conſe- 
„ quences that will moſt certainly enſue, if @ 


« ſimilar injury is intended againſt me.” 


aſk, therefore, one very plain queſtion, Is your 
Lordſbip's mind fully made up to this posible event? 
For give me leave to ſay—let the probability be 
ever ſo remote, there (till is a probability fer there 
is God: and if it be a matter of doubt, whether 
he deſtroyed Sodom and Babylon, as we are told 
for a warning—at leaſt he has overthrown great 
part of Lisbon and all Calabria, within your me- 
mory and mine. This then is the point at iſſue— - 
can it be worth while to riſk the ſafety of Lon- 
don and all its inhabitants—be the odds againſt ' 
the riſk what they may for the mere gratifica- 


tion of medical caprice? You are too enlight- . - 


ened, my Lord, not to ſee the force of the tol- 
lowing argument: Mr. Brothers has predicted, 
that an effort of violence againſt him would be 
followed by an inſtance of God's diſpleaſufe 
ſay by an earthquake ;—millions of the people of 


this 


/ 


| every degree of reſpect, 


Cay 
this countty have imbibed this information, I do 
not ſay they all believe it; but if violence is done 
to Mr. Brothers, and an earthquake ſhould Leuch 

% 


' How will you perſuade mankind, that it is a m 


natural phenomenon—and not connected with 
that act of violence? And if you ſhould not 
perſuade them, I anticipate the dreadful con- 
ſequences of popular opinion, and popular re- 
ſentment. My folicitation, therefore, to your 
Lordſhip, proceeds from an earneſt delire to ſerve 
all parties—to ſerve Adminiſtration, by intreat- 
ing Him, with whom the * rang to avert 
from their councils the remoteſt poſſibility of 
redicted misfortune: to ſerve my fellow ſub- 
jects, by giving them notice of, and by ſtriving 
to counteract calamities, which I am thoroughly 
ſatisfied are immediately impending, and in which 
their rulers cannot fail of being implicated with 
themſelves; and laſtly, to ferve Mr. Brothers, 


by diminiſhing the inconveniencies attendant upon 


the interval (now very ſhort) previous to his ma- 
nifeſtation. I cannot indeed anſwer for the ſuc- 
ceſs of my endeavours, but J aver them to be 
moſt ſerious' and moſt diſintereſted; at the ſame 
time, I know the cauſe to be that of God, and 
I know that it will ultimately prevail. 

I have the honour to fubſcribe myſelf, with 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt obedient, 
| And very humble ſervant, 
- NATHANIEL BRASSEY HALHED. 
12th May, 1795. | 


